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Abstract: The 2024 oil exploration agreement between Somalia and Turkey is an important milestone in the 

geopolitical and economic dynamics of the Horn of Africa. This article examines the expected impacts and benefits 

of this agreement, with specific emphasis on its economic, social, environmental and political consequences. 

Research indicates that the agreement is expected to foster significant economic expansion in Somalia by boosting 

income production, creating employment opportunities and promoting infrastructure development. From a social 

perspective, it offers the potential to improve living conditions and encourage the development of skills and 

resources within local communities. The agreement prioritizes the implementation of strict measures and 

sustainable methods to reduce potential environmental hazards. From a political point of view, it strengthens 

bilateral relations between Somalia and Turkey and contributes to the improvement of regional stability. The study 

uses a qualitative methodology, employing stakeholder interviews, document analysis and a review of current 

literature to gain a comprehensive understanding of the impact of the agreement. The findings emphasize the 

agreement's ability to revolutionize Somalia's economic terrain, while emphasizing the need for meticulous 

management to ensure lasting progress. 
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I. Introduction 
An important turning point in the geopolitical and economic landscape of the Horn of Africa was the 

signing of an oil exploration deal between Somalia and Turkey in the year 2024. There have been decades of 

political instability and conflict in Somalia, which has resulted in the country's vast hydrocarbon deposits 

remaining virtually untapped. This agreement is going to unleash those treasures. By entering into this deal, 

Turkey is taking a strategic step towards securing its energy resources and increasing its influence in the area. A 

comprehensive study of the predicted effects and benefits of this agreement is presented in this article. The article 

examines the ramifications of this agreement from a political, social, environmental, and economic perspective.  

 

II. Literature Review 
Historical Context of Oil Exploration in Somalia 

International oil corporations discovered major hydrocarbon deposits in Somalia for the first time in the 

1950s and 1960s, which marked the beginning of oil exploration in the country. The potential for major oil deposits 

was discovered through the early exploring operations of firms such as Conoco, Amoco, and Chevron. On the 

other hand, the breakdown of the state and the cessation of exploratory activities were both brought about by the 

onset of civil war in the year 1991. These years of conflict and instability that followed prohibited any further 

exploration or development from taking place. 

A resurgence of interest in Somalia's oil resources can be attributed to the efforts that have been made in 

recent years to stabilise the country and form a federal administration that is operational. According to assessments 

compiled by the World Bank and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Somalia is in possession 

of significant oil deposits both onshore and offshore. This rekindled interest has drawn investors from all around 

the world, including Turkey, who are eager to investigate and potentially utilise these resources. 
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Turkey’s Strategic Role in Global Oil Exploration 

The worldwide energy policy of Turkey has undergone tremendous development over the course of the 

previous two decades. Turkey, a country that has a limited amount of energy resources within its borders, has been 

working to ensure that it has sufficient energy supply by participating in international exploration and development 

projects. There have been operations carried out by the Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) in a number of 

different regions, including the Eastern Mediterranean, Iraq, and Africa. The participation of Turkey in Somalia 

is a component of a more comprehensive plan that aims to strengthen energy security and emphasise Turkey's 

geopolitical influence. 

A combination of diplomatic, economic, and military strategies is frequently utilised by Turkey in its 

approach to international energy projects. The primary objective of this approach is to strengthen regional 

partnerships and ensure the safety of essential energy sources. The engagement in Somalia not only promotes 

Turkey's broader geopolitical interests in the Horn of Africa, but it also corresponds with Turkey's energy policy, 

which is supported by the engagement. 

 

III. Methodology 
This paper utilises a qualitative research methodology to examine the anticipated impacts and advantages of the 

oil exploration agreement between Somalia and Turkey. The methodology combines primary and secondary data 

sources to offer a thorough comprehension of the potential effects of the agreement. 

 

Data Collection 

Primary Data: 

1. Interviews: 
o Government Officials: Government officials will be interviewed to obtain insights into the objectives, 

conditions, and expectations of the deal. These officials include representatives from the Somali Ministry of 

Petroleum and Mineral Resources and the Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO). 

o Industry Experts: Industry experts, including geologists, environmental scientists, and economics, will 

share authoritative insights on the anticipated effects of the exploration activities. 

o Community Representatives: Engaging in discussions with local leaders and representatives from 

communities that may be impacted by the investigation will aid in evaluating the social advantages and difficulties. 

 

2. Document Analysis: 
o Official Agreement: The terms and contents of the agreement will be analysed by reviewing the 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and other relevant contractual papers. 

o Regulatory Frameworks: An analysis will be undertaken on policy texts and regulatory frameworks 

that control oil exploration and environmental management in Somalia. 

Secondary Data: 

1. Literature Review: 
o For the purpose of gathering contextual information and insights on the effects and benefits of oil 

exploration agreements, a comprehensive assessment of academic articles, industry reports, and news sources will 

be carried out. Examples of important sources include reports from the World Bank, the African Development 

Bank (AfDB), and publications that have been subjected to peer review. 

2. Data Analysis: 
o Thematic Analysis: Identify recurring themes related to economic, social, environmental and political 

impacts. 

o Content Analysis: Systematic classification and interpretation of qualitative data from documents and 

literature. 

 

Data Analysis 

Qualitative Analysis: 
1. Thematic Analysis: The analysis will centre on identifying significant issues such as economic benefits, 

social repercussions, environmental concerns, and political ramifications. 

2. Content Analysis: Detailed assessment of document and book content to determine expected effects and 

advantages. 

Triangulation: 
1. Data Triangulation: Validating conclusions by cross-referencing interview data, field observations, and 

document analysis. 

2. Methodological Triangulation: Integrating qualitative and document analysis to offer a holistic 

perspective. 
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Ethical Considerations: 
1. Informed Consent: Ensuring that all individuals participating in the interview are provided with 

comprehensive information and give their explicit consent for the research. 

2. Confidentiality: Ensuring the privacy and secrecy of participants' identities and information. 

3. Transparency: Engaging in transparent research practices and effectively communicating findings with 

relevant stakeholders. 

 

IV. Results 
Economic Benefits 

1. Revenue Generation: 
o Somalia is expected to receive substantial funds from the oil exploration agreement. The government's 

ability to invest in infrastructure, healthcare, and education might be greatly enhanced with this windfall of funds. 

o According to economic forecasts, oil profits have the potential to greatly increase Somalia's gross 

domestic product (GDP), which would be good for the country's prosperity and security in the long run. Better 

fiscal management and a reduction in the national debt may be possible outcomes of this opportunity for more 

government revenue.   

2. Job Creation: 
o Many new employment openings should pop up as a result of the oil sector's growth. There will be direct 

job openings in the oil business and indirect job openings in allied industries including construction, logistics, and 

services.  

o Turkey's dedication to offering training and capacity-building initiatives will bolster the abilities of the 

local workers, thereby enhancing their employability and promoting sustainable economic development.  

3. Infrastructure Development: 
o The agreement incorporates measures for the development of infrastructure, including highways, ports, 

and energy facilities. These improvements will improve economic connectedness, decrease logistical expenses, 

and bolster long-term development objectives. 

o Enhanced infrastructure will also enable and encourage further economic activity and attract more 

investments, so contributing to the overall economic development in Somalia. 

Social and Community Benefits 

1. Improved Living Standards: 
o The implementation of improved infrastructure and the allocation of greater investment towards social 

services are anticipated to enhance the quality of life in communities impacted by exploratory operations. Turkey's 

dedication to community development initiatives will enhance accessibility to education, healthcare, and other 

vital services.  

o Enhanced public services and infrastructure will bolster the overall standard of living and enhance the 

welfare of local communities.  

2. Capacity Building: 
o Capacity-building activities, such as educational and vocational training programmes, will provide local 

communities with valuable skills and information. These programmes will improve the chances of finding 

employment and promote long-term economic stability.  

o The training programmes will be customised to cater to the specific requirements of the oil sector and 

other associated businesses, guaranteeing that local people are adequately prepared to engage in and reap the 

advantages of economic expansion.  

3. Community Engagement: 
o The agreement includes provisions for community engagement and consultation, guaranteeing the 

participation of local communities in decision-making procedures. This method will effectively mitigate any 

issues and optimise community benefits. 

o Engaging with communities will also build trust and support for the exploration activities, fostering 

positive relationships between stakeholders. 

 

Environmental Considerations 

1. Environmental Safeguards: 
o The agreement includes rigorous environmental rules and impact evaluations to reduce potential 

environmental concerns. The measures encompass spill prevention, habitat conservation, and pollution control. 

o Compliance with international environmental standards is vital for minimising negative impacts and 

protecting Somalia's natural resources.  
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2. Sustainable Practices: 
o Adopting improved drilling methods and sustainable practices can reduce environmental damage. 

Continuous monitoring and evaluation will assure environmental compliance and encourage responsible resource 

management.  

o The implementation of best practices will support the preservation of ecosystems and contribute to 

sustainable development. 

3. Conservation Efforts: 
o Efforts to balance resource extraction with conservation will focus on preserving Somalia’s natural 

resources and biodiversity. Collaboration with environmental organizations will support conservation goals and 

promote sustainable resource management. 

o Conservation initiatives will aim to protect key habitats and species, ensuring that environmental impacts 

are managed effectively. 

 

Political and Strategic Implications 

1. Strengthened Bilateral Relations: 
o The agreement enhances bilateral relations between Somalia and Turkey, fostering deeper diplomatic 

and economic ties. This partnership strengthens Somalia’s geopolitical position and attractiveness as an 

investment destination. 

o The strengthened relationship will also facilitate further cooperation in areas such as security, trade, and 

development. 

2. Regional Stability: 
o The pact enhances regional stability through the promotion of economic development and collaboration. 

Turkey's participation is in line with its overarching strategic objectives of bolstering regional influence and 

promoting stability. 

o The implementation of economic growth and enhanced infrastructure will bolster regional integration 

and foster a more stable and prosperous Horn of Africa. 

3. Geopolitical Influence: 
o The pact enhances Turkey's influence in the Horn of Africa, establishing it as a significant participant in 

the local energy markets. This influence is in line with Turkey's wider geopolitical aspirations and enhances its 

position in global energy matters. 

o The strategic partnership with Somalia enhances Turkey’s presence in a key geopolitical region, 

supporting its broader foreign policy objectives. 

 

V. Conclusion 
The oil exploration deal between Somalia and Turkey has the potential to greatly contribute to economic 

expansion, social progress, and stability in the region. Through smart utilisation of this agreement, both countries 

can get significant advantages while also tackling the accompanying difficulties. Optimal implementation of 

strategies to mitigate environmental hazards, active involvement of the community, and adoption of sustainable 

behaviours will be essential in fully achieving the agreement's potential. Ensuring open governance and fostering 

collaborative efforts will be crucial in maximising the beneficial effects of oil exploration activities on Somalia's 

future. 

If this accord is well executed, it has the capacity to revolutionise Somalia's economy, elevate living 

conditions, and bolster regional stability. In order to ensure the long-term success and favourable outcomes of the 

oil exploration project, continuing conversation, cooperation, and adherence to best practices will be crucial for 

both governments. 
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