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Abstract: The Soviet Union and the problems of security and terrorism. It introduces the reader to a form of 

terrorism known as “blood‐ feud terrorism.”The geographic focus of the paper is on Russia. The paper 

proceeds to suggest and discuss the possibilities. Theareas have the potential focus on, international crises, and 

international terrorism.What is terrorism, how it occurs, how they get funds and with all thisactivities,Terrorism 

and its impact society. Howsociety is sufferinga lot. The war in Chechnya soon reached a state where the 

separatists would resort to classical terrorist tactics, both inside the Chechen Republic, in the neighbouring 

Caucasus area and in Russia proper. It also brought into close contact with religiously motivated transnational 

terrorism. These and other political, economic and social developments in post-Soviet Russia made increases in 

terrorism seem probable. This article describe about the terrorism in Russia and during the ear of post soviet 

Era. Terrorist acts are planned and staged to be professed as irregular, extraordinary events, and the aim is to 

exploit the element of surprise and shock that accompanies the act. The term ’terrorism’ means premeditated, 

politically motivated violence perpetrated against non-combatant targets by sub-national groups or clandestine 

agents, usually intended to influence an audience. 
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I. Introduction : 
What is Terrorism? 

The word terrorism first appeared during the French Revolution. Some of the revolutionaries who seizes 

power adopted a policy of violence against their enemies. That period in history was known as the „Reign of 

Terror‟the terrorism is symbolic act to influence political behavior of the country by extra normal means, 

entailing the use or threat of violence. The claim that all acts of terror in an internal war are deliberately acts, 

which are always designed to convey a message, sign or warning to either their opponents, the neutral 

population or to those, who belongs to or sympathies with the terrorist movement. and There are types of 

terrorism? 

Revolutionary and war terrorism: when terrorism is employed to make a revolution successful and the 

overthrow a corrupt and repressive regime. It is known as revolutionary Terrorism.  A sub category within this 

type is sub- revolutionary terror that indicates acts committed  out of political and ideological consideration. 

During war when countries terrorize each other and especially civilian population it is called war terror. 

Sometimes apply all kinds of arms, weapons, to terrorize people. 

Xeno Terrorism:  In xeno Terrorism Terrorist group fight against foreigners for achieving the goals like 

realignment of political boundaries. They do not depend on the support of the people of the target country and 

hence, are more indiscriminate in the use of violence. 

Local national and international Terrorism: local terrorism is always confined to region, area or province of 

a country. Range and Target of terrorists activities are the limited to a particular region or province to get their 

political and economic demands accepted. sometimes  provincial or regional political groups adopt terrorism to 

get their demand of secession or autonomy accepted by the federal government of the country.Among the 

various types of terrorism today international terrorism coupled with religious extremism has become an 

important cause of the international community. The emergence of trans-national terrorism involving terrorist of 

different nationalities planning, training and executing acts of political terrorism has been greatly on the rise. 

The character and extend of international terrorism has drastically changed. 

Suicide Terrorism : suicide terrorism is the new phenomenon in the sphere of international terrorism. Suicide 

strikes by organization like Hamas and Palestine Islamic Jehad in Israel the Hizbullah in Lebanon, 

 



Terrorism in Post Soviet Russia 

*Corresponding Author:  Mr. CHARANJIT SINGH                                                                                319 | Page 

II. Terrorism in Post Soviet Russia: 
The Soviet Union experienced an increase in violence as an element of ethnic conflicts. A number of 

these took place within the Russian Republic. Some of them would go on and become more serious as Russia 

became independent, and new conflicts would erupt. The war in Chechnya soon reached a state where the 

separatists would resort to classical terrorist tactics, both inside the Chechen Republic, in the neighbouring 

Caucasus area and in Russia proper. It also brought Russia into close contact with religiously motivated 

transnational terrorism. These and other political, economic and social developments in post-Soviet Russia made 

increases in terrorism seem probable. And terrorism in Russia did become more frequent and more serious 

during the 1990s 

From the point of view of terrorism research, violence by sub-state actors in post-Soviet Russia has 

displayed features that make it pertinent to ask what terrorism really is, or what should be considered 

‟terrorism‟. There is no universal consensus on the subject of what constitutes a ‟terrorist act‟. Views differ as to 

what motives make an act of violence a case of ‟terrorism‟. The question of intention is generally seen as 

essential. the perpetrators just want to eliminate an obstacle or an enemy, or is their act also intended to send a 

message to people other than those who are physically victimised? Although no single definition of terrorism 

has gained universal acceptance, most definitions include one or more of the following elements; 

 

 Terrorism is a military or political strategy used primarily by non-state actors; 

 Terrorism involves systematic violence to influence a broader audience, and targets and victims are not 

overlapping; 

 Terrorist acts are planned and staged to be perceived as irregular, extraordinary events, and the aim is 

to exploit the element of surprise and shock that accompanies the act. 

The term ‟terrorism‟ means premeditated, politically motivated violence perpetrated against non-combatant 

targets by sub-national groups or clandestine agents, usually intended to influence an audience. Terrorism is 

often divided into different categories, even though the boundaries between them can be quite indistinct. ethnic-

nationalist terrorism, ideological terrorism, religious terrorism, single-issue terrorism. A group may use terrorist 

tactics to promote one particular issue. 

 

Far from being understood impartially, the term ‟terrorism‟ triggers strong negative emotions. It may 

be used to brand and dehumanise opponents in order to justify repressive measures or delegitimise insurgent 

movements. Whether an act is termed ‟terrorist‟ or not, can depend on the political or ideological point of view 

of the observer. 

A particular problem with relevance to the situation in Russia is the criterion of political or social 

motivation. It is seldom clear how this criterion should be applied, or how political objectives or analogous 

terms are to be understood. The problem is of special relevance in relation to the use of violence by organised 

crime (OC). 

This violence may have several elements in common with terrorism of the traditional kind, i.e. the kind 

of violence that would meet the criteria above. To organised crime, violence is an indispensable tool, as it is to 

terrorists. OC violence is premeditated, it frequently victimises not only adversaries, but also people who are not 

parties to criminal dealings.  OC violence may undermine the structures and institutions that a society is based 

on. There is an obvious difference between a criminal organisation killing people in a smuggling operation, and 

political extremists assassinating political moderates or opponents. The former would qualify as an example of 

violence in pursuit of material gain ‟economic‟ terrorism, the latter as violence committed in furtherance of a 

political aim  political terrorism. 

But an attempt to draw a line between the economic terrorism of organised crime and the terrorism of 

political extremists will reveal a number of less clear-cut cases. Political extremists running terrorist campaigns 

to further their cause will often, in order to finance their pursuits, resort to some conventional criminal activity, 

like bank robberies, drug trade, extortion of taxes or kidnappings for ransom, as a result of which innocents may 

be killed.  From the point of view of the law, that may be an act of violence for profit. But still it is an output of 

a political struggle. 

In a number of states and regions, such cases of crossovers of political and economic terrorism are the 

predominant pattern of terrorist activity. The complexity is added to by what some observers see as a growing 

trend towards cooperation between terrorists and organized crime. Terrorists may also use smuggling routes that 

have been established and tested by crime syndicates. In current terrorism research, the debate about interaction 

between terrorism and organized crime, and the possible convergence of the two, has become a focal point. The 

intention of this study is to get a clearer picture of organized sub-state violence in postSoviet Russia, not to 

provide an answer to the question of what should or should not be considered terrorism 
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III. Nineteenth Centuray: 
 

Modern terrorist act square measure typically Drew back to nineteenth century revolutionary political 

orientation, and, significantly, the event of anarchis, “collectivist anarchist” and “anarcho-communist” teams. 

For instance; from the mid-nineteenth century onward, teams light-emitting diode or inclined by the French 

person Joseph Proudhon, author of what is Property? (1840), the German Marx, and so the Russian Bakunin, 

were promoting one or another anti-establishment model. Within, a decade 

similar teams had appeared throughout “Western Europe”; the Balkans and Asia. The German revolutionary 

Karl Heinzen was the first to articulate the employment of violence, even slaughter, 

by people to impact political modification in his prestigious 1853 pamphlet, However, as these early radicals 

became unsuccessful by their failure to impress widespread social revolution among 

the class through ancient suggests that like distributing political pamphlets and leaflets urging uprisings and 

riots to place government harassed, they turned instead to violence at intervals the hope of forcing political 

reform and of undermining the State. throughout this manner, “propaganda by the deed”, as a way for political 

action, became central to the politics of European political orientation (see, as an example, Fleming, 1980). 

 

The principal vicious technique of scattering terror operated by just about, all such teams at the time 

was targeted “assassination”, that not solely carried with it serious personal risk however conjointly the potential 

for political martyrdom. The assassination of “Czar Alexander” II in 1881 by the Russian political 

unit NarodnayaVolya is symbolic of this era of terroristact.Targeted assassination can be differentiated 

from standard criminal acts, as a result of targeting persons acting in an exceedingly politician 

State capability import a deep, personal commitment to a cause that may inspire others, and personified the 

revolutionary „code of honour‟ by scotch innocent citizens”. 

This arguably created terrorist assassination a additional humane form of violence than war, since the 

terrorist‟s targeted attack would strike solely against State “oppressors”, and would facilitate maintain the low 

casualty rate of terrorist act that was conjointly a and of the “propaganda by the deed” strategy (Morozov, 1880, 

p. 106). Technological developments within the middle and late “nineteenth century”; conjointly compete a 

vital role within the step-up of terrorist act. The prepared convenience of dynamite allowed terrorists to execute 

and broadcast their deadly acts additional wide as informationby the deed. the event of mass communication 

technologies allowed news, learning, concepts and events to be chop-chop communicated across the long-

distance migration. that was crucial to exalting teams elsewhere. The invention of the telegraph and 

so the powered printing press meant that newspapers might receive messages nearly instantly when transmission 

from round the world and gave several individuals access to info regarding events just about as before long as 

they occurred. 

New technologies, at the side of bigger access to instructional opportunities, expedited the migration of 

agricultural labourers and artisans to urban centres. the event of business railways and trans-Atlantic passage 

steamers motor-assisted teams to travel long distances, and to carry their thought additional abroad. 

Although the eminent assassination of Czar Czar Alexander II would ab initio inspire a wave of radical violence 

that barrel Europe and also the Americas over the subsequent decades (Zimmer, 2009), Russian 

rebels inspired and trained an expansion of rebel teams United Nations agency were rising elsewhere, 

even once their political aims were immensely completely different. whereas anarchists administered bombings 

in France, Germany, Italy, that typically was cycles of retribution between anarchists and also the authorities 

(Zimmer, 2009), Western States tried to stem the tide through such legal mechanisms as immigration controls. 

These enclosed a protocol regarding measures to be taken against the radical movement, signed on behalf 

of 9 States in March 1904, associate degreed an body convention for the exchange of 

knowledge regarding people thought-about dangerous to society, signed in Oct 1905 (Hudson, 1941, p. 862). 

By the mid-nineteenth century, several surrender treaties exempted fugitives defendant of “political offences” or 

“crimes of a political character” from surrender (Hannay,1988,p.116). 

Only the conservative regimes of Oesterreich, Prussia, Russia, and Naples persisted in advocating that 

ideologically similar nations ought to use their surrender laws to help suppress every other‟s revolutionaries 

(Pyle, 1988, pp. 181-182). On twenty eight Gregorian calendar month 1914, Gavrilo Princip, a young Serbian 

nationalist and supporter of the cloak-and-dagger organized crime cluster, that wanted to cause 

a bigger Serbia, dead the prince of Oesterreich and heir , Francis Ferdinand ,and his mate, in Republic of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. This event unleashed a “domino effect” of defensive alliances developed at intervals the pre-

war years, leading to the “total war” of war I, that irrevocably modified the face of terrorist act for the eras 

to come back . 

By the highest of the war, with the come back of fully-trained troopers to their homes and families, 

the ways and ways learned in “total war” between 1914 and 1918 would still haunt States. 

As revolutionary politics at the native level continuing to simmer throughout the nineteenth century, 
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the continuing convenience and use of “political offence” exceptions as grounds upon that States may refuse 

requests by alternative States for the surrender of persons suspected of obtaining perpetrated violent offences 

for varied ideologic, spiritual or political motives highlighted the difficulties associated with distinctive criminal 

acts of terrorist act from criminal acts typically. These definitional problems have continuing to the present day 

 

Major International terrorist groups 

 AL-Qaida: Established by Osama bin laden in late 1980. (Worldwide) 

 Hamas:  Formed in late 1987 

 Palestine liberation front :  same goal as Hamas. 

 Palestine Islamic Jehad : supported mainly from Iraq and libiya. 

 Turkey: Kurdistan workers party 

 

IV. Conclusion: 
Terrorist activities are directly affecting to the society. There are some fanatic and determined persons 

who are ready and willing to die, the threat of terrorism will remain. For success against terrorism, efforts must 

be as timeless, innovative, and dynamic as that of opponents. To lessen the risk of complex international 

terrorism the world requires new strategies instead of the conventional counter terrorism measures already 

adopted by many nations. The international community has to strike at the root of terrorism while the world 

opinion is againstfanaticism acts of terrorism against humanity that destabilizes the established democratic and 

civilized order. 
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