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Abstract  
India’s foreign trade have played crucial role in the economic development in the past years. Indian economy is 

growing rapidly and getting significant place in international worldwide.The present study attempts to 

investigate how the India trading relationship with different regions have changed over time. It also tries to find 

out what changes has taken place in the direction of trade in the period of study.  
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1.1 Introduction  

Rising regionalism is a global phenomenon because countries big or small alike have used this to 

respond to global challenges and developments. They integrate because they do not want to lose out in the global 

competition for export markets and foreign direct investment. And because of the dynamics in multilateral trade 

negotiations, small nations resort to regionalism to enhance their bargaining leverage and to gain some degree of 

international political influence. Emergence of regional trading blocs like Economic Cooperation (EC), North 

American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), 

etc has resulted in strengthening of trade relations between the nations in particular and world at large (Karol and 

Kaushik, 2004).  

The role of these trading blocs has increased many times in the process of globalization which has 

created new type of international environment. In simple words a trade bloc can be defined as a preferential trade 

agreement between subset of countries, designed to significantly reduce or remove trade barriers within member 

countries. When a trade bloc comprises neighbouring or geographically close countries, it is referred to as a 

„natural‟ trade bloc, to underline that the preferential trade is between countries that have presumably low 

transport costs or trade intensively with one another. Trade blocs can also entail deeper forms of integration, for 

instance of international competition, investment, labour and capital market (including movement of factors of 

production), monetary policy, etc. The integration of countries into trade blocs is commonly referred to as 

„regionalism‟, irrespective whether the trade bloc has geographical basis or not.  

Regional integrations are of different forms depending on the degree of integration. They are classified as  

 

a)  Preferentia l  Trade Arrangements :  Preferentia l  t radeagreement  i s  a  trad ing 

agreementgiving preferential  access to  cer tainproducts from cer ta in coun tr ies.  

Thisinvolves reducing tar i f fs  but  not  theirel imination.  This i s  the  weakest form of 

economic integrat ion.  TheSouth Asian Preferential  TradeArrangement (SAPTA) 

betweenBangladesh,  Bhutan,  Ind ia,  Mald ives,Nepal ,  Pakistan and Sri  Lanka wasone such 

agreement.  

 

b)  Free  Trade Agreement (FTA):  A free  trade agreement is  themost  widespread form 

of RTAs.  Inan FTA, member countr ies el iminateor  reduce interna l  ta r i f f  and nontar i f f  

t rade barr iers ( to  trade ingoods,  and a lso increasingly inservices)  among members ,  

whi leeach member is  f ree to  mainta indi fferent  most -favoured -na tion(MFN) barr ier s o n 

non-members.Member countr ies are required todevelop rules -of-or igin cr i ter ia  toprevent  

imports from third  countr ies to  be trans -shipped through themember  country with  the  

lowest tar i f fs .  The bes t -known free tradeagreements  are the European FreeTrade  
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Associa t ion (EFTA) ,  the  Nor thAmerican Free Trade Agreement(NAFTA),  and the  

Associa t ion ofSoutheast  Asian Nations (ASEAN)Free Trade Area (AFTA).  

 

c)  Custo ms Union (CU):  A CU moves beyondan  FTA by es tab li shing a  

commonexterna l  tar i f f  (CET) on imports f romnon -member countr ies.  Typica lly,customs  

unions conta in mechanismsto red is tr ibute tar i f f  revenues amongmember countr ies.  Some 

examplesof  Customs Unions  

 

include SouthAfrican Custo ms Union (S ACU),  EastAfr ican Communi ty Customs  

Union(EAC),  and AmericanCustoms Union (CACU).  

 

d)  Common Market :  CommonMarkets are a  form of „deep integra t ion‟,  where  

membercountr ies at tempt to  harmoniseins t i tut iona l  arrangements and lawsand regulat ions 

among themselves.W hi le a l l  the fea tures o f  a  cus tomsunion are  present  under  a  

commonmarket  sys tem, the lat ter  alsoprovides for  f ree  movement o ffac tors o f  product ion 

( labour  andcapital)  among the membercountr ies ,  in addi t ion to  the freef low of products 

(output) .  TheSouthern Cone Common Market(MERCOSUR) and the CommonMarket  o f  

Eastern and SouthernAfr ica (COMESA) are examples o f wel l -known common markets .  

Otherprevail ing Common Markets  inc ludeCar ibbean Communi ty and CommonMarket  

(CARICOM),  and the CentralAmer ican Common Market  ( CACM).  

 

e)  Econo mic and Monetary Union:  The most  comprehensiveRTA is an Economic and  

MonetaryUnion,  in which members removeall  in terna l  t rade barr ier s,  permi t  thefree  

movement  o f capi ta l  andlabour ,  erec t  co mmon external  t radebarr iers ,  and uni fy their  

f iscal  and monetary po lic ies.  Here,  membercountr ies share a  common currencyand  

macroeconomic policies .  Thebest  known and most  successful form of  a  Regional  Trade  

Agreement in the wor ld,  in the form of anEconomic and  Monetary Union is the European  

Union.  OtherEcono mic  and Monetary Unionsinclude the West  Afr ican Econo micand  

Monetary Union (WAEMU),Economic and Monetary Co mmuni tyof Centra l  Afr ica  

(CEMAC),  Euras ianEconomic Co mmuni ty (EEC) and  theEconomic Coopera tion 

Organiza tion(ECO).  

 

The first PTAs appeared in the 1930s leading to the fragmentation into the trade blocs. This „old 

regionalism‟ is also associated with regional initiatives involving developing countries in the 1950s and 1960s 

(Bhagwati and Panagariya, 1996). Based on the objective of import-substitution and industrialization, the 

rationale was that the developing countries could reap the benefits from economies of scale by opening up their 

trade preferentially among themselves, hence reducing the cost of their individual import–substitution strategy 

while the trade bloc became more self-sufficient. It is generally accepted that the new regionalism emerged in the 

mid-eighties and took a greater impulse from the events around 1989, with the changes in East Europe and the 

end of the Cold War. Within this logic, the new regionalism is referred to as a “new wave” of regionalism, a 

“new generation” of regional agreements. Thus, we can conclude that the old regionalism was formed within the 

context of the bipolar Cold War, while the new regionalism has been shaped in a multi polar world order. The 

old regionalism was characterised by an economic integration process with a protectionist and inward 

orientation, while economic integration in the new regionalism is generally seen as open and compatible with a 

global interdependent economy (Axline, 1994). More successful experiences followed with the recent 

proliferation of trade blocs, the so called „new (second) regionalism‟, which involved mostly the countries from 

north with the south (the North- South trade blocs) (Schiff and Winters, 2003).  

The main trade blocs in the world are: the European Union (EU), the European Free Trade Agreement 

(EFTA), with the United States, the North American Free Trade Agreement(NAFTA), in Latin America, the 

Common Market of the South (MARCOSUR), the Central American Common Market (CACM), the Latin 

American Integration Association, the Caribbean Community, the Common Market of Eastern and Southern 

Africa (COMESA),Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States, the Southern African 

Customs Union (SACU), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), South Asian Association of 

Regional Cooperation (SAARC), etc. While there is a proliferation of PTAs in the world, and almost every 

country in Europe, in Latin America and in sub - Saharans Africa belongs at least to one PTA, not all PTAs are 

effective at liberalizing intra- bloc trade (Foroutan, 1998). 

 

 



India Direction of Foreign Trade: Emerging Trends and Patterns 

*Corresponding Author:  Dr.  Rachi ta  Chauhan                                                    95 |  Page  

1.2 Objectives of  the Study  

1.  To study about the trade  rela t ionship of Ind ia wi th  di fferent  t rading regions  

2 .  To study the direc t ion of  Ind ia‟s  trade   

3 .  To identi fy the changes in  the  direct ion of Ind ia  trade .  

4 .  To make a comparison of the Direc tion of India‟s fore ign t rade (expor ts and 

imports)  between the years 2011  and 2019.  

 

1.3 Hypothesis o f  the Study  

1.  There i s  no signi ficant  di fference in  exports and imports o f  India s ince 2010.  

 

1 .4Review of  Literature  

Rehman, O. U. (2016): studied India‟s foreign trade since 1947 and its impact on Indian economy 

growth. The findings reveal that in the last decade and at present, the trade composition is dominated by 

manufactured goods. The share of exports of Indian service sector in global exports is more than double of that 

of Indian exports.  

Sinha, M. K. (2016): analysed the structural changes in composition of India‟s export during 

posteconomic reform period. India has switched from the strategy of import substitution to export promotion 

during the post reform period which has helped India to increase its export significantly. It is highlighted that 

earlier our export focus was on traditional and primary commodities; which now comprises of industrial, 

engineering and manufactured and processed goods in addition to primary goods.  

Bhat, T. P. (2011): worked on the structural changes in India‟s foreign trade. The post-reform period has 

witnessed significant changes in the trend, pattern and structure of external trade. The growth of services has 

been more pronounced which is also indicated by its increased share in exports. The share of primary products 

has fallen, whereas, that of petroleum products has shown an increase. Also, it is highlighted that in the post 

reform period the growth of imports exceeded that of exports leading to huge deficit in current account 

payments. The study has also characterised Indian economy by a shallow integration with the world economy as 

India has not opened up to international trade and foreign trade investment as much as other emerging Asian 

countries.  

Pillania, R. K. (2008): evaluated India‟s foreign trade since 1950-51. It is mentioned that East Asian 

countries, particularly China have become a major trading block. During 1950-70, India had adopted the policy 

of export pessimism and import substitution. Export promotion schemes were adopted during 1970s and 1980s 

due to which performance of exports improved. However, post-1991, imports and exports both picked up. 

 

1.5 Methods and mater ial   

To ful fi l  the objec tives o f the s tudy,  secondary data has been drawn from Economic  

Survey 2017 -18 Sta t i s t ical  Appendix and Wor ld Integra ted Trade Sys tem (WITS).  The  

study has been done  for  Ind ia  as a  whole.  For  easy comprehensib il i ty of the  data,  i t  has  

been presented in the fo rm of  tab les and figures .  

 

1 .6Past  status of  India’s trade  with major Regions  
Soc ial i st  s tra tegy of s ta te -direc ted,  heavy industry-based indust r ia l i sa t ion complemented  

by an across -the-board  impor t  subst i tut ion policy,  f inancia l  repress ion and co mplex 

industr ial  requirementspursued in order  to  achieve the reduct ion of the high levels o f  

pover ty tha t  exis ted  at  tha t  t ime in  the country.These  intervent ionist  development po lic ies  

led to  a  severe ly disto r ted production structure .  While  gro wth d id pick up in the lat ter  

ha l f o f the 1970s ,  the Ind ian economy was general ly mired in a  vic ious c ircle  o f lo w 

productivi ty and  s low growth.  Not only was t he  per formance  of the Ind ian economy well  

below the targets se t  by the planning author i t ies,  the country was le f t  lagging in terms of  

economic growth and development re la t ive to  i t s  East  Asian ne ighbours such as China and  

Korea,  which had broadly s imi lar  l eve ls o f per  capi ta  income at  the t ime of India‟s  

independence (Kelkar ,  2001) .    

Although some tentat ive  steps were taken in 1985 to  l iberal ise and unshackle the economy 

by del icensing a few industr ies,  these par t ial  and rather  ad hoc measures contr ibuted to  

the c rea tion of  severe  and unsusta inab le macroecono mic  imbalances in the Ind ian 

economy, par t icular ly  wi th regard to  escala t ing f i sca l  def ic i t s .  The imbalances  

corresponded to  a  per iod of severe po li t ical  instabi l i ty and uncer tainty fol lowing three 

success ive minori ty governments dur ing 1989 –91.  While the fragil i t ies in the Indian 

economy were  la rgely homemade,  the shock of  the 1990 Gulf  war  was the single fac tor  

which brought  India to  the  br ink of an international  default ,  something tha t  had  never  
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occurred in i t s  post - independence his tory.  Faced with a  severe ba lance of payments cr i si s  

as fore ign exchange reserves plummeted to  US$1 bi l l ion in la te  June 1991,  barely  

sufficient  to  cover  a  fo r tnight ‟s worth o f imports ,  Ind ia entered into  an IMF structural  

adjustment program. In addit ion to  the convent ional  expenditure swi tching and reducing 

polic ies,  as par t  o f the IMF agreement,  a  range  of far -reaching economic policy re forms 

was  launched in July 1991 in the externa l ,  industr ia l ,  f inancial  and public  sector s.  These  

reforms appear  to  have paid signi ficant  dividends a t  the macroecono mic level .  The Ind ian 

economy recovered smar tly from the cr i si s ,  real  GDP growing at  an annual  average ra te  o f  

6 .4  percent  be tween 1992 and 1998 (Rajan and  Sen,  2002) .  Not only was  this a  marked 

improvement from India‟s own past ,  i t  was the second highest  ra te  o f growth in the world  

behind China.  This in  turn may be  par t ly a t tr ibutable to  the  fac t  that  post -1991 growth  

was  dr iven pr inc ipa lly  by an expansion of p r ivate investment  whi le  nat ional  savings  

simul taneously rose,  thus ensuring that  there was no signi ficant  pressure on the ba lance  

of payments posi t ion (compared  wi th the  consumpt ion -led gro wth of  the  mid  to  la te  

1980s) .  

At the t ime of independence,  Ind ia‟s share in  the  wor ld m arket  was a round 2.00  per  cent  

butduring ear ly 1980s i t  declined to  0 .50 per  cent .  In 1990-91,  Ind ia‟s share in the wor ld  

trade went up to  0 .53 per  cent .   In 1995 -96,  there was 20 per  cent  increase in i t ,  tha t  is ,  i t  

rose to  0 .60 per  cent .  In 2003 -04 i t  fur ther  increased to  0 .8  per  cent .  Ind ia‟s share in 

world trade has gone  up  signi f icantly s ince 2004 fro m 1.1% in 2004 i . e . ,  the  ini t ial  year  

of  the  Foreign Trade Policy (2004 -09)  –  to  1 .5% in 2006.  And now Ind ia again acquired  a  

share o f 1 .8  per  cent  in glo bal  t rade .  The country was ranked20th in global  t rade,  up from 

27th in 2007 .  India 's  share o f merchandise exports amounted to  around 1.71 percent  o f the  

tota l  global  expor ts in  2019.  Moreover ,  the  share o f commercia l  service  exports f rom the 

country was higher  a t  3 .5  percent  during tha t  same per iod. (ht tp: / /commerce.nic. in ) .  

 

Table  1 .1:  Indian Exports –  Region wise (Value in US$ Mil l ion)  

 

Source :   www.dipp i .nic . in  

Region wise Ind ian exports are tabulated in tab le 1 . 1 .  WANA was the biggest  dest ina tion 

for  Ind ian expor ts account ing for  2 2.02 per  cent  of tota l  Indian expor ts for  the year  2009 -

10.   The share o f EU, No rth Asia and Nor th Amer ica s tood at  20 .15  per  cent ,  16.17  per  

cent  and 11.55  per  cent  respec tively,  whereas the  East  Europe contr ibuted for  only 0 .0 6  

per  cent  o f  total  Indian expor ts for  the  same t ime per iod.  In 2010 -11  the  share per  cent  o f 

WANA and  Nor th  Asia increased  sl ight ly to  2 2.06 per  cent  and  16.76  per  cent  

S r .n o .  Reg io n   2 0 0 9 -1 0  %sh a re  2 0 1 0 -1 1  %sh a re  % G ro wth   

1  AS EAN  1 8 ,1 13 .7 1  1 0 .1 33 5  2 7 ,2 77 .8 1  1 0 .8 61 8  5 0 .5 9  

2  CARs  Co u n t r i e s  2 6 9 .27  0 .1 5 06  2 9 3 .62  0 .1 1 69  9 .0 4  

3  Cen t ra l  A f r i ca  3 4 9 .63  0 .1 9 56  4 7 0 .65  0 .1 8 74  3 4 .6 1  

4  Ea s t  A f r i ca  3 ,5 1 2 .1 8  1 .9 6 48  5 ,5 6 4 .0 8  2 .2 1 56  5 8 .4 2  

5  Ea s t  As ia  1 ,6 9 0 .1 6  0 .9 4 55  1 ,9 6 5 .6 0  0 .7 8 27  1 6 .3 0  

6  Ea s t  Eu ro p e  1 2 0 .64  0 .0 6 75  1 4 3 .33  0 .0 5 71  1 8 .8 0  

7  EU Co u n t r i e s  (2 7 )  3 6 ,0 28 .0 5  2 0 .1 55 4  4 6 ,8 19 .4 8  1 8 .6 43 1  2 9 .9 5  

8  La t in  Amer i ca  6 ,2 1 0 .4 2  3 .4 7 43  1 0 ,2 34 .7 6  4 .0 7 54  6 4 .8 0  

9  NE As ia  2 8 ,9 04 .5 6  1 6 .1 70 3  4 2 ,1 03 .4 3  1 6 .7 65 2  4 5 .6 6  

1 0 No r th  Amer i ca  2 0 ,6 58 .2 6  1 1 .5 57 0  2 6 ,9 09 .6 9  1 0 .7 15 2  3 0 .2 6  

1 1 Oth er  CIS  co u n t r i e s   1 ,4 1 8 .4 1  0 .7 9 35  2 ,5 6 9 .8 8  1 .0 2 33  8 1 .1 8  

1 2 Oth er  WE co u n t r i e s  2 ,3 7 4 .6 5  1 .3 2 85  3 ,6 9 6 .7 9  1 .4 7 20  5 5 .6 8  

1 3 S o u th  As ia  8 ,3 9 0 .6 9  4 .6 9 41  1 2 ,8 78 .7 5  5 .1 2 82  5 3 .4 9  

1 4 S o u thern  A f r i ca  3 ,3 0 8 .9 5  1 .8 5 11  5 ,7 0 0 .6 9  2 .2 7 00  7 2 .2 8  

1 5 Un sp ec i f i ed  4 ,9 1 1 .0 5  2 .7 4 74  3 ,2 0 3 .5 7  1 .2 7 56  -3 4 .7 7  

1 6 WANA 3 9 ,3 53 .7 6  2 2 .0 15 9  5 6 ,7 57 .9 9  2 2 .6 00 5  4 4 .2 3  

1 7 Wes t  A f r i ca  3 ,1 3 7 .0 3  1 .7 5 50  4 ,5 4 5 .7 5  1 .8 1 01  4 4 .9 1  

 In d ia ’s  To ta l  Exp o r t  1 ,7 8 ,75 1 .43   2 ,5 1 ,13 5 .89   4 0 .4 9  

http://commerce.nic.in/
http://www.dippi.nic.in/
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respect ive ly.  In  contras t  the share  o f EU and North America decl ined  to  18.64  per  cent  

and  10.71  per  cent  respectively for  the  same t ime per iod .  

 

Table  1 .2:  Indian Imports –  Region wise (Value i n US$ Mil l ion)  

Source :   www.dipp i .nic . in  

 

Region wise Ind ian imports are tabula ted in table 1 .2 .  WANA was the b iggest  

des t ina tion for  Indian impor ts accounting for  28.22 per  cent  o f total  Ind ian impor ts for  

the year  2009 -10.   The  share o f EU, Nor th Asia and Nor th America s tood at  13.33 per  

cent ,  18 .55 per  cent  and 6.16 per  cent  respec tive ly,  whereas the East  Europe contr ibuted  

for  only 0 .02 per  cent  of  total  Indian imports for  the  same t im e per iod.  In 2010 -11  the  

share per  cent  o f WANA and Nor th Asia increased s l ightly to  28.56  per  cent  and 20.58 per  

cent  respec tively.  In cont rast  the  share o f  EU and  Nor th Amer ica  dec l ined to  12.04  per  

cent  and 5.97 per  cent  respect ive ly for  the same  t ime p er iod.  

 

1.7Present  status  of  India’s trade with major Regions  

 The major  export  dest ination of India in the year  2019 -20 was North America  wi th  

19.00 percent ,  European union wi th 14.35 per  cent  was the second and wi th  12.9 per  cent  

share West  Asia was  the  thi rd  major  dest inat ion for  India‟s  expor t .  There was  a  change in  

expor t  des t ina tion of India as compared to  2010-11.  The same has been tabulated in table 

1 .4 .  

 

Table  1 .3:  Indian Exports –  Region wise (Value in US$ Mil l ion)  

S r .n o

.  

Reg io n   2 0 0 9 -1 0  %sh a re  2 0 1 0 -1 1  %sh a re  % 

Gro wth   

1  EU Co u n t r i e s  (2 7 )  3 8 ,4 33 .1 2  1 3 .3 27 6  4 4 ,5 39 .9 3  1 2 .0 45 3  1 5 .8 9  

2  Oth er  WE co u n t r i e s  1 7 ,2 19 .4 3  5 .9 7 12  2 6 ,5 89 .4 0  7 .1 9 08  5 4 .4 2  

3  Ea s t  Eu ro p e  6 0 .0 7  0 .0 2 08  5 1 .3 5  0 .0 1 39  -1 4 .5 2  

4  S o u thern  A f r i ca  1 0 ,1 91 .9 4  3 .5 3 43  1 2 ,5 73 .9 8  3 .4 0 05  2 3 .3 7  

5  Wes t  A f r i ca  9 ,8 6 4 .2 4  3 .4 2 07  1 2 ,8 62 .5 7  3 .4 7 85  3 0 .4 0  

6  Cen t ra l  A f r i ca  2 7 0 .43  0 .0 9 38  4 5 .7 4  0 .0 1 2 .4  -8 3 .0 9  

7  Ea s t  A f r i ca  3 8 8 .49  0 .1 3 47  5 7 9 .73  0 .1 5 68  4 9 .2 2  

8  No r th  Amer i ca  1 9 ,0 71 .0 3  6 .6 1 33  2 2 ,0 80 .7 0  5 .9 7 15  1 5 .7 8  

9  La t in  Amer i ca  1 0 ,4 03 .4 0  3 .6 0 76  1 4 ,2 05 .9 0  3 .8 4 18  3 6 .5 5  

1 0 Ea s t  As ia  1 3 ,0 25 .4 4  4 .5 1 69  1 1 ,6 39 .0 8  3 .1 4 77  -1 0 .6 4  

1 1 AS EAN  2 5 ,7 97 .9 6  8 .9 4 60  3 0 ,6 07 .9 6  8 .2 7 76  1 8 .6 4  

1 2 WANA 8 1 ,4 00 .4 0  2 8 .2 27 5  1 0 5 ,61 6 .45  2 8 .5 62 8  2 9 .7 5  

1 3 NE As ia  5 3 ,4 91 .5 7  1 8 .5 49 4  7 6 ,1 09 .7 3  2 0 .5 83 0  4 2 .2 8  

1 4 S o u th  As ia  1 ,6 5 7 .3 4  0 .5 7 47  2 ,1 7 3 .3 7  0 .5 8 78  3 1 .1 4  

1 5 CARs  Co u n t r i e s  2 1 2 .37  0 .0 7 36  1 9 2 .99  0 .0 5 22  -9 .1 2  

1 6 Oth er  CIS  co u n t r i e s  5 ,8 9 1 .6 3  2 .0 4 31  5 ,4 7 1 .2 9  1 .4 7 96  -7 .1 3  

1 7 Un sp ec i f i ed  9 9 4 .01  0 .3 4 47  4 ,4 2 8 .9 5  1 .1 9 78  3 4 5 .57  

 In d ia ’s  To ta l  
Imp o r t  

2 ,8 8 ,37 2 .88   3 ,6 9 ,76 9 .13   2 8 .2 3  

S r .No .  Reg io n  2 0 1 9 -2 02 0  %S h a re  2 0 2 0 -2 02 1  %S h a re  %G ro wth  

1  EU Co u n t r i e s  4 4 ,9 91 .0 2  1 4 .3 57 6  4 1 ,3 59 .9 3  1 4 .1 73 7  -8 .0 7  

2  
Eu ro p ea n  Free  Tra d e  
Asso c ia t i p n  (EFTA)  1 ,6 3 6 .1 0  0 .5 2 21  1 ,5 9 8 .6 7  0 .5 4 78  -2 .2 9  

3  

Oth er  Eu ro p ean 

Co u n t r i e s  1 3 ,8 93 .0 0  4 .4 3 35  1 2 ,3 06 .2 3  4 .2 1 72  -1 1 .4 2  

4  

S o u thern  A f r i can  
Cu s to ms  Un io n  

(S ACU)  4 ,4 1 2 .4 5  1 .4 0 81  4 ,2 2 2 .1 1  1 .4 4 69  -4 .3 1  

5  

Oth er  S o u th  A f r i can  

Co u n t r i e s  2 ,8 6 8 .1 8  0 .9 1 53  1 ,9 3 5 .5 2  0 .6 6 33  -3 2 .5 2  

http://www.dippi.nic.in/
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Source :   www.dipp i .nic . in  

 

Region wise Indian imports  for  the year  2019 -20 has  been tabula ted in tab le 1 .4 .  north  

eas t  Asia  was the biggest  des t ina tion for  Ind ian impor ts accounting for  24.09  per  cent  o f  

tota l  Indian impor ts for  the year  20 19-20.   The  share o f  West  Asia and ASEAN stood a t  

16.95  per  cent ,  11.66 per  cent  respec tively,  whereas the Central  Afr ica  contr ibuted for  

only 0 .80 per  cent  o f total  Ind ian imports for  the  same t ime per iod .  

 

Table  1 .4:  Indian Imports –  Region wise (Value in US$ Mil l ion)  
S .No
.  Reg io n  2 0 1 9 -2 02 0  %S h a re  2 0 2 0 -2 02 1  %S h a re  

%G ro wt
h  

1  EU Co u n t r i e s  4 5 ,0 41 .3 0  9 .4 8 82  3 9 ,7 16 .2 1  

1 0 .0 69

1  -1 1 .8 2  

2  
Eu ro p ea n Free  Tra d e  Asso c ia t i p n  
(EFTA )  1 7 ,5 41 .5 0  3 .6 9 52  1 8 ,9 11 .1 7  4 .7 9 45  7 .8 1  

3  Oth er  Eu ro p ea n  Co u n t r i e s  8 ,9 0 6 .2 1  1 .8 7 61  6 ,4 4 6 .8 4  1 .6 3 44  -2 7 .6 1  

4  S o u thern  A f r i ca n  Cu s to ms  Un io n  (S ACU)  7 ,7 4 9 .4 2  1 .6 3 25  8 ,1 1 1 .1 8  2 .0 5 64  4 .6 7  

5  Oth er  S o u th  A f r i ca n  Cou n t r ie s  5 ,3 4 0 .9 9  1 .1 2 51  2 ,6 4 3 .5 5  0 .6 7 02  -5 0 .5  

6  Wes t  A f r i ca  1 7 ,2 37 .5 5  3 .6 3 12  1 1 ,7 30 .5 7  2 .9 7 4  -3 1 .9 5  

7  Cen t ra l  A f r i ca  3 7 7 .11  0 .0 7 94  1 1 2 .79  0 .0 2 86  -7 0 .0 9  

8  Ea s t  A f r i ca  1 ,4 3 6 .2 4  0 .3 0 26  1 ,2 8 0 .9 0  0 .3 2 47  -1 0 .8 2  

9  No r th  A f r i ca  5 ,5 5 1 .6 5  1 .1 6 95  4 ,3 0 0 .1 6  1 .0 9 02  -2 2 .5 4  

1 0  No r th  Amer i ca  4 3 ,9 97 .0 0  9 .2 6 82  3 4 ,4 20 .4 4  8 .7 2 65  -2 1 .7 7  

1 1  La t in  Amer i ca  1 7 ,0 74 .9 0  3 .5 9 69  1 2 ,4 79 .2 0  3 .1 6 38  -2 6 .9 1  

1 2  Ea s t  As ia  (Ocea n ia )  1 0 ,4 02 .6 1  2 .1 9 14  8 ,7 9 0 .4 3  2 .2 2 86  -1 5 .5  

1 3  AS EAN  5 5 ,3 69 .8 7  1 1 .6 64  4 7 ,4 20 .6 3  

1 2 .0 22

4  -1 4 .3 6  

1 4  Wes t  As ia -  GCC  8 0 ,4 64 .6 4  
1 6 .9 50
3  5 9 ,5 89 .4 5  

1 5 .1 07
5  -2 5 .9 4  

1 5  Oth er  Wes t  As ia  2 7 ,8 63 .8 7  5 .8 6 97  1 7 ,7 10 .9 6  4 .4 9 02  -3 6 .4 4  

1 6  NE As ia  

1 ,1 4 ,34 6 .5

2  

2 4 .0 87

7  

1 ,0 8 ,14 5 .8

9  

2 7 .4 17

9  -5 .4 2  

1 7  S o u th  As ia  3 ,8 3 5 .5 8  0 .8 0 8  3 ,3 7 7 .1 2  0 .8 5 62  -1 1 .9 5  

1 8  CARs  Co u n t r i e s  2 ,3 2 8 .1 6  0 .4 9 04  8 2 6 .43  0 .2 0 95  -6 4 .5  

1 9  Oth er  CIS  Co u n t r i e s  9 ,5 8 8 .3 5  2 .0 1 98  8 ,3 2 6 .6 8  2 .1 1 1  -1 3 .1 6  

2 0  Un sp ec i f i ed  2 5 5 .8  0 .0 5 39  9 5 .2 7  0 .0 2 42  -6 2 .7 6  

6  Wes t  A f r i ca  8 ,1 7 6 .6 8  2 .6 0 93  9 ,4 5 0 .1 7  3 .2 3 85  1 5 .5 7  

7  Cen t ra l  A f r i ca  1 ,4 5 6 .2 1  0 .4 6 47  1 ,5 3 2 .8 6  0 .5 2 53  5 .2 6  

8  Ea s t  A f r i ca  6 ,6 3 6 .3 8  2 .1 1 78  5 ,7 8 5 .0 6  1 .9 8 25  -1 2 .8 3  

9  No r th  A f r i ca  5 ,4 4 1 .0 1  1 .7 3 63  4 ,8 0 7 .6 3  1 .6 4 75  -1 1 .6 4  

1 0  No r th  Amer i ca  5 9 ,5 64 .2 8  1 9 .0 08 2  5 7 ,6 70 .5 8  1 9 .7 63 2  -3 .1 8  

1 1  La t in  Amer i ca  1 0 ,0 58 .9 6  3 .2 1  1 0 ,1 03 .8 7  3 .4 6 25  0 .4 5  

1 2  Ea s t  As ia  (Ocea n ia )  3 ,3 5 8 .6 3  1 .0 7 18  4 ,6 6 6 .8 4  1 .5 9 93  3 8 .9 5  

1 3  AS EAN  3 1 ,5 46 .5 8  1 0 .0 67 2  3 1 ,4 85 .5 8  1 0 .7 89 8  -0 .1 9  

1 4  Wes t  As ia -  GCC  4 0 ,4 66 .2 6  1 2 .9 13 6  2 7 ,7 58 .7 2  9 .5 1 27  -3 1 .4  

1 5  Oth er  Wes t  As ia  1 0 ,6 60 .1 1  3 .4 0 19  7 ,7 0 6 .2 3  2 .6 4 09  -2 7 .7 1  

1 6  NE As ia  3 8 ,6 51 .3 2  1 2 .3 34 4  4 2 ,1 19 .5 8  1 4 .4 34  8 .9 7  

1 7  S o u th  As ia  2 1 ,9 41 .3 8  7 .0 0 19  2 2 ,0 77 .7 9  7 .5 6 58  0 .6 2  

1 8  CARs  Co u n t r i e s  4 6 9 .33  0 .1 4 98  6 5 8 .52  0 .2 2 57  4 0 .3 1  

1 9  Oth er  CIS  Co u n t r i e s  3 ,7 2 2 .4 2  1 .1 8 79  3 ,4 0 0 .3 4  1 .1 6 53  -8 .6 5  

2 0  Un sp ec i f i ed  3 ,4 1 0 .7 5  1 .0 8 84  1 ,1 6 2 .2 4  0 .3 9 83  -6 5 .9 2  

 In d ia ' s  To ta l  Exp o r t  3 ,1 3 ,36 1 .04   2 ,9 1 ,80 8 .48   -6 .8 8  
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In d ia ' s  To ta l  Imp o r t  
4 ,7 4 ,70 9 .2
8  

 

3 ,9 4 ,43 5 .8
8  

 

-1 6 .9 1  

 

Source :   www.dipp i .nic . in  

 

1 .8  Conclusion  

The region towards which Ind ia‟s expor t  has been des t ined as North America,  West  Asia 

and  Nor th Asia .  In nor th  Amer ica USA has  also  been a  biggest  t rade  par tner  o f  India.   The  

Ind ia‟s Imports mainly came from Asia Region.  The major  Import  Par tners o f Ind ia was  

West  Asia and North Asia for  the year  2019 -20 and 2020 -21 .  India can increase i ts  t rade  

by explor ing i ts  Asia par tners.  
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