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Abstract :

After the end of the Cold Warin 1991, the former colonizing countries decided to put the pressure on
Africanpoliticalrulers to institutedemocracy as a mode of governance. Thisoccurredwhile the common people in
sub-SaharanAfricahadhadenough of theirdifficultsocio-economic situation caused by theircorrupt and
repressivegovernorswhopersonalized the resources of their states. Consequently, protestsemanatedfrom the
masses to demanddemocracy as well.SomeAfricanintellectualstoo, throughliterarytexts,
expressedtheirdisillusionment and dissatisfaction withtheirpoliticalrulers. From postcolonial and political
perspectives, this article will deal with The Intellectual in GorguiDieng’sA Leap Out of the Dark(2002) where
the hero, Moodu, has greatlycontributed to the downfall of PresidentFojo’sregime. How did an
apoliticalsecondaryschoolteacher’s frustration with a party whichhad been in power for threedecades lead to
the overthrow of this party ? In otherwords, whichfactorsenabledMoodu to get the ousting of the People’s
National Party whichhad been rulinghis country for more thanthirty-four years ?Based on postcolonialism,
politics and sociology, this article will analyse first the hero’s stand vis-a-vis the political establishment and
then the studywill deal with the rewards of the hero sunwaveringcommitment.
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I.  Introduction :

After the end of the Cold Warin 1991, the former colonizing countries decided to put the pressure on
Africanpoliticalrulers to institutedemocracy as a mode of governance. The point wasthat, at that time, most of
the rulingregimes in Africawere far frombeingdemocratic, withheads of state whohadclung to power since the
independences. According to Isaac Ndlovu (2008: 157), “...from 1957, when Ghana becameindependent, up to
1990, apartfrom Mauritius in 1982, no electionshadeverousted a ruling party from office in independentAfiica.”
The demand by Western nations for Africanpolitical leaders to rule in a democraticwayoccurredwhile the
common people in sub-SaharanAfricahadhadenough of theirdifficultsocio-economic situation caused by
theircorrupt and repressivegovernorswhopersonalized the resources of their states.Consequently,
protestsemanatedfrom the masses to demanddemocracyfromtheirincumbentgoverments as well. This
periodisreferred to as the post-Cold WarAfricandemocratization process.Stressing the linkbetween the mass
protestsand the badeconomiccontext, EmekaNwokedi argues: “Mass protestsagainstmilitarydictatorships and
the one-party state wouldnever have occurred at the time theydidif the economic situation in the sub-Saharan
states [had been] strong or at least, promising and not weak, declining and, in fact, dead in some instances.”
(1995: 50).

SomeAfricanintellectuals for their part, throughliterarytexts, expressedtheirdisillusionment and
dissatisfaction withtheircorrupt and autocraticpoliticalrulers.Thus, Gorgui Dieng wroteA Leap Out of the
Darkwherethe  hero, MooduNjie (in  whom one can seeGorgui Dieng), denounces the
undemocraticgovernanceand the misery of the masses in his country, Kensega (afictionalwestAfrican state
whichmakes one think of the writer’s country).Ahmadou Kourouma too, in Waiting for the Wild Beasts to Vote
(1998), presentstheRépublique du Golfe(whichis a fictionalrepresentation of Togo)whereviolent mass
protestsnearlyoverthrewKoyaga’sdespoticregime. HelonHabila, in Waiting for an Angel (2002), ... tackles
headlong the evils of militaryrulers and theirciviliancollaborators in Nigeria, between 1990 and
1998.”(NiyiAkingbe, 2010 : 2). ConcerningTchichelléTchivéla, hepresents,throughLes fleurs des lantanas [The
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Flowers of the Lantanas] (1997), an imaginaryAfrican state where a medicaldoctoris sent to prison for refusing
to make the girlfriend of a government official pass the nurses’ exam.At his trial, the doctorisaccused of being a
member of a clandestine opposition party. As for Mongo Béti, hecriticizes, in Trop de soleil tue I’amour [T00
Much Sun Kills Love] (1999), the dictatorship, the violence, the corruption, the nepotism...
whichcharacterizethe rulingregime in anotherfictional African country.

This article focuses on A Leap Out of the Darkwhere the hero has greatlycontributed to the downfall of
PresidentFojo’sregime. How did an apoliticalsecondaryschoolteacher’s frustration with a party whichhad been
in power for threedecadeslead to the overthrow of this party ? In otherwords, whichfactorsenabledMoodu to get
the ousting of the People’sNational Party (PNP)whichhad been rulinghis country for more thanthirty-four
years ?

From postcolonial and politicalperspectives, thispaperwill deal withThe Intellectual in GorguiDieng’sA
Leap Out of the Dark (2002). According to James Daniel Elam, postcolonial theory“is a body of
thoughtprimarilyconcernedwithaccounting for the political, aesthetic, economic, historical, and social impact of
European colonial rulearound the world in the 18th through the 20th century.” *Postcolonialism can
alsobedefined as‘“a theoreticalapproach in various disciplines thatisconcernedwith the lasting impact of
colonization in former colonies.”*As for politicaltheory, it “is the philosophical study of government, addressing
questions about the nature, scope, and legitimacy of public agents andinstitutions and the
relationshipsbetweenthem. Its topics include politics, liberty, justice, property, rights, law,and the enforcement
of laws by authority...

Based on postcolonialism, politics and sociology, this article will analyse first thehero’s standvis-a-vis
the political establishment and then the studywill deal with the rewards of the hero’sunwaveringcommitment.

The hero and the political establishment :

The story in A Leap Out of the Darkis set in the 1990s, thatis to sayafter the end of the Cold War and
whilethe masses in the former colonies of France wereundergoing the effects of the Structural Adjustments
Programme (SAP). One of these former colonies isGorguiDieng’s country, Senegal. Throughthe
anonymousnarrator and the hero of the novel, Dieng depicts the bad situation in his country, particularly the
plight of the populationsmainlycaused by theirpoliticalrulers. Thus, the narratorpoints out the failure of the
incumbentPeople’s National Party to provideKensegawith an airportworth the nameafterthreedecades in power
. “Foreignersdisembarkingat the tinyairport, whichlooked more like a car station than an international
terminal...” (14). The narratoralso stresses the opportunistic attitude of Kenseganpoliticalrulerstowards the rural
electorate. The governmentofficialsonly go to meet the country peoplein orderto seektheir votes and theyforget
aboutthese people after the elections. According to Moodu, if the politicians have succeeded in making the
villagersbelievetheir false promises at eachelectoralperiod, itisbecause the latter are illiterate :

The government, the ministers, the MP’S and all the otherrepresentatives, only came to the villages and
plungedinto the masses every five years. And eventhoughtheyhadneverdoneanythingworthy of note for the
masses, theyalwayssucceeded in  convincingthemthatthis time theywouldbedoingbetter for them.
Possiblybecause the masses couldneitherreadnorwrite, thoughtMoodu. (15)

The failure of the Senegaleseauthorities toensure the security of the populations isunderlinedthrough
the incident whichMooduwitnessedin Peking, a suburban district in Kaada, the capital city of Kensega.In effect,
accused of stripping a girl of a CFA 500 bill on herway to market, a man of about thirtyyears of age, ispursued,
caught, tight up and stoned to death by the girl’sneighbours.WhenMoodudiscoveredthe amountwhich the
manwasaccused of robbing, hethreatened to call the policeif theydid not release himimmediately. But the mob
would not listen to himbecausethey have lostfaith in their police : “Take a thief man to them at midnighttoday ;
tomorrowmorninghewillbeeating breakfast withyou at your favorite tangana.” (24). According to a manamong
the vengefulcrowd, the police,politicians and thieves are evenalike : “Know what... thief man, policeman,
politician, samefeather, samepocket”’(24).

The popular justice wielded by the mob can beexplained by the State’sretreatfromone of its main
dutiestowardsitscitizens, thatis to say the obligation to ensuretheirsecurity, whichthe hero of the novelillustrates
in theseterms : “Afteryears of dashedhopes and slackness, the masses haddecided to take the lawintotheirown
hands. When the State shunsitsduty, what can itrequire of the people ? Nothing at all.” (34). The consequence
of this situation wasthatnobodywassafeany more. For example, the victimwasaccused of robbing a CFA 500 bill
yetthe police foundthree CFA 250 coins and an oldidentitycard in hispocketsafterhisdeath, not a CFA 500
bill.Besides, the illegal ‘Watch-out Brigades’ take the lawintotheirown hands and beat up or

! Jean D. Elam. “Postcolonial Theory.” In Oxford Bibliographies in Literary and Critical Theory, edited by
Eugene O’Brien. New York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

2 postcolonialism. https://www.google.com/search?q=postcolonialism+definition

® political Philosophy, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_philosophy
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sometimesslaughteranybodywhomtheyfindguilty of a sexualassault, stealing, robbery... It isimportant to notethat
if thesevigilantesactthisway for theirownsecurity, theyoften crack down on a settling of accounts as
well : “Thoselawless ‘Brigadiers’ wouldkill or torture somebodyjust for wrenching the girlfiiend of one of them,
or for anyotherpersonalmatter.” (35)

Moodufindsabsurd the determination of the mob to torture a man for robbing CFA 500 but
heisalsoawarethattheir attitude can beexplained by the povertywhichthey are confrontedwith. This is one
reasonwhyMooduthinksthat the vengeful group of people and the allegedrobber, are all victims “... of the callous
system that has been running this country for decades.” (27). Five hundred CFA is not an insignificantsum for
the crowd. In fact, itrepresents a one-day or even a two-day budget for mostfamiliesamongthese populations,
whichisillustrated by Moodu in the followingwords : “.. the majority of the men in thesequarters of the
globalized world gave theirwives CFA 300 for the dailyfamily budget, othersgave less, anythingfrom 100 to
CFA 250, thatis to say about one-third of a Yankee dollar.” (28-29).

This poverty of the populations in Kensegais indicative of the failure of the
country’seconomicpolicywhich “has been devised and sponsored by World Bank and 1.M.F. experts. ”(177).
Instead of trying “the vital economic and social schemesthathad been devised by competent national experts”
(77),Kenseganpoliticalleadersforgetthem in theirdustydrawers and rememberthemonly at election time. Moodu’s
countryisonly the tip of the iceberg in the sensethatmanyotherAfrican states are in the same situation.Hence,
Samba’s convictionthat “as long as Africadoes not rely on the expertise of herownchildren, who know
herbetterthananyother experts, shewillalways be fucked by all kinds of ruthlessrapists, Viagraed by the Bretton
Woods institutions. ”’(177). Here, one may question the sense of the independence of African states insofar as,
thoughtheir former colonizers have leftour continent, theystill have a big influence in the domesticpolicy
ofmanyAfrican countries. This is the reasonwhyMoodubelievesthat “therewas no visible line between the
colonialists and the new African leaders, exceptthat the former werered-eared and the latter black-eared. ” (78).

Stressing the unpatrioticbehaviour of hiscountry’spolitical leaders, the heroobserves thatthey do not
seek the power in orderto serve the people but rather to serve themselves. Unfortunately, thisway of seeing the
conquest of power isshared by manyKenseganswho regard the exercise of political power as cake-eating :
“Whatthey can do for their country marterslittle to manyKensegans, especially the political leaders.
Whatreallymatteredwaswhat the State, thatmotherlessmother, could do for them.” (37-38). Also, like
someotherintellectuals, Mooduisfrustrated by the corruption in the administration whichfavourssome civil
servants over otherswhobelong to a higherhierarchy. For example, a tax collector with a
lowersecondaryschooldegreeis far better off than a secondaryschoolteacherwho has spent five years at
universitybecausethroughbribery, tax collectorsoftenenrichthemselves to the detriment of the populations :

Instead of charging landlords fairly, tax collectors underchargedthem and in exchange, the latter gave
them bribes. For instance, instead of the normal CFA 500,000 meant for the State Treasury, the tax collector
wouldaskfor CFA 100,000 for the State and CFA 150,000 for hispocket. And whoactuallysufferedfrom the
practice? The ‘childlessmother’, Mother Africa, and herpoorchildren, whosehospitals and
schoolswerecollapsing for want of money. (39)

Moodu and some of hisfellowintellectuals are all the more dissatisfied as thisharmful practice to the
national economyis not punished by the governmentwho encourages itinstead : “And the most shocking thing
about it all wasthat the government, whoseizedeveryopportunity to humiliate the intellectualelite,
openlyencouraged the situation.” (40). It is not surprisingthenthat the coach driver, transporting people
fromGaat to Kaada and vice versa, can do his job with a drivinglicenseonly. As a matter of fact, the policemen
controllingtraffic are corrupt as well. AddressingMooduamongotherpassengers, the coach driver declares : “You
know there are no rules in this country. [...]. The onlyvalidpaper | have ismydrivinglicense... but watch out, sir,
with CFA 300 into the policeman spocket, myvehicle and myself and my mate are safe for twenty-four hours /”
(122)

In addition to causing an enormous fiscal deficit to the Statefor theirowninterests, thesetax collectors,
like the other nouveaux riches of the regime, striptheir country of much of itsfinancialresources in favour of
Swissbanks and otherbanks in developed countries: “.. the ‘eatingsquad’ whowere not onlyeating, but
alsokeeping the superfluousamount of money awayfrom the country intoSwissbanks.” (40). If
Mooduisdiscontented bythislack of patriotism, heis more sothatitalsocharacterizes the highestauthorities of the
Statewho are the first to beblamed : “But how could one reproachmere civil servants for thisslightmisdemeanor,
whentheir bosses, the ministers and MPs and presidentsthemselves, did not know anything about devotion to
their country ?” (41).The heroknowsthat top-rankinggovernmentofficialstooplunder the financialresources of
the country but hedoes not limithimself to deploringthisfact. Through “a thrashing article,” hegoesfurther
toreveal to  hisfellowcitizens,  withsupportingevidence,  the  enormousamounts  of  money
whichthesegovernmentofficials have stolenfromthe country : “Mooduhadclaimedthatsomeministers, whohad
been in office for more thantwentyyears, had billions of francs in Swissbanks ; hehadgiven out
theirnamestogetherwith all the relevant details : accountnumbers, deposit dates, names of banks.” (145)
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Paradoxically, at the same time, the Kensegan state wasenlistingthe assistance of the Bretton Woods
institutions to launch itsEconomic and Financial Plan. If the adoption of the Structural Adjustments Programme,
imposed by theBretton Woods institutions, has contributedgreatly to the difficulteconomic situation of Moodu’s
country, one can alsoseethat the personalization of the State’sresources by the politicalrulersisanother cause of
the economiccrisisprevailing in Kensega. Therefore, for Moodu, “... beforebeseeching the World Bank and the
I.M.F. to release funds for the launching of the Economic and Financial Plan, the Head of State shouldaskhis
cabinet ministers and MPs to repatriate the hugeamounts of money stolenfrom the country.” (145-
146).However, the heroknowsthathis solution will not beadopted. In effect, theseembezzlers of public
moneywill not beworriedbecause the president, whoissupposed to call them to account, is the embezzler in
chief : “But how couldPresidentFojo do thatwhenhewas top on the listwith CFA 200 billion ?” (146)

Moodumakesitclearthatthesepoliticians are not motivated by the will to improve the living conditions
of the masses. Their vision of politicsisto enrichthemselvesat all costswhatever the means. In 1974, for instance,
whilethe rural populations and theircattlewerestarving to deathbecause of the Big Drought, Canada and other
Western countries providedKensegan state witha financial assistance whichwasmeant for the rural world. The
consequences of the Droughtwouldsurely have been lessdisastrousfor the peasantsifthe rulershad not put
theirowninterestsbeforethose of the populations : “The politiciansdid not use the money donated by Canada and
someother Western countries to rescue the cattle and theirhumanowners. Instead, theydepositedevery single
penny thatlanded on theircallous hands in Swissbanks and keptasking for more money.” (109).

Neitherdid the ricemeant for the starving populations during the droughtget to itsreal recipientsbecause
of somegreedy and heartlessgovernmentauthorities.Regardingthisaidgrantedby the International community as a
means to make money, the saidauthoritiesdid not distributeitgratuitously as theyshould have done:

By May, somecallousgovernmentofficialshadalreadysold out on the black market the scanty tonnage of
bird’sriceprovided by America and the E.E.C. Theywere to distribute the pittance to the dyingpoor, but
everybody, including the donors and the authorities, knewquitewellthatonly the richer sections of the population
couldget at itafterproducingtheir last coins. (132)

It isnoteworthy by the waythatMoodudoes not appreciatepositively the foodaid on account of
itsqualitywhichleavessomething to bedesired and itsinsignificantquantity. It isclearthereforethat the politicians
do not care about putting an end to the suffering of the people. Yet the ruling party, the People’s National Party,
has been in power since the departure of the colonialists :

Thoughalmosteverycitizenacknowledgedthat the situation in the country wasextremelybad, the same
party, PNP, had been in power sinceUhuru, thirtyyearsbefore. The PNP hadalwaysfoundways and means at
everyelection to bereturned ‘by the masses’, as the party boasted. (131)

According to the hero, tworeasons can explainthislongevity in power. On the one hand, the
greatmajority of the votersare not educatedand on the other hand, the PNP practiseselectoralfraud : “all the
electionsthat have been heldtheresinceindependence have been dramaticallyrigged.” (51). Thus, as an
intellectual, Moodudecides to commit himself in order to change things.

The rewards of an unwaveringcommitment :

Hadit not been Moodu’sunwaveringcommitment, his struggle would not have produced the
rewardswhichhegotbecausehisactivismagainst the rulingregime in his countrywasstrewnwith obstacles. The
hero’sactivism starts whenheindicates to the mob the responsibility of the government in theirhardeconomic
situation. However, an elderly man among the crowdbrushesasideMoodu’sattempt to sensitizethem : “The
government has gotnothingwhatsoever to do with all that.” (28). Thesewordsearned the elderly man cheers and
congratulations from the crowd, which shows thattheysharehis opinion. Not only do theyexonerate the
incumbentregime but theyalsobelievethatMooduisjealous of the politicalrulersbecauseheisnot one of them. In
effect,  withmuchexasperation,Moodurecallsanotherelderly = man’s  wordswhichearnedhimthe ~ mob’s
encouragementsas  well : “Whatgalledhimmostwere  the  words  of  one  elderly  man,
whohadclaimedthatMooduwasbeingcritical of the government and thosewhoweredoing the cake-eating,
simplybecausehehimselfhad no opportunity to sit at the samesweet table.” (37).Although all hisattempts to
convince the crowd have failed, Moodudoes not lose hope as far as his struggle isconcerned : “Afterfiring all
mycartridgeswithoutfiring the smallesttarget, | decided to give up the fight for the moment. Not for good, no,
never /” (30).

Hisco-villagers are the nextaudience whichMooduaddresseswhenhecan no longer remain silent in the
face of theirplight. Through the village Chief, Mooduconvenesthem to an exchange-of-views meeting at the
public square. The meeting gives the hero the opportunity to expose to hiskinthe illswhichtheir village, Ngeech,
suffersfrom. As a matter of fact, Ngeechdoes not have a dispensary, a school, running water, a post-office, an
ambulance, a tarred road... If Moodu mentions the lack of unity of Ngeech’sinhabitants to explainthisinjustice,he
accuses directly the governmentas the one to beblamed for theirdifficult situation : “Whoelse, except the party in
power for more thanthirtyyearsshouldbeblamed for ourbackwardness ? Whoelseshould help us betterour living
conditions if not the government of PresidentFojo ?” (92). Enraged by Moodu’s accusations, the village
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Chiefinterruptshimsharplyand warns the audience: “You have to beverycareful, kin of mine ; this boy
isdangerouslyjeopardizingall chances for our village to get help from the authorities.” (93). The Chief does not
limithimselfthere ; hegoes on to turn the audience againstMoodu, to ridicule him, to call him a traitor and an
ungrateful son of the village. The meeting ends thuswithmanyinsulting the hero on theirway back home.

Once again, Moodu fails in hisattempt to enlightenhisfellowcitizens. Hisdetermination not to give up
despite the humiliation whichhehas undergoneisstressedthroughthesewords by the anonymousnarrator : “Many
aspects of the meeting were terriblepsychologicalblows, whichwould check the advance of many a brave
persontowardtheirultimate goals.” (98).Moodu’s pain mainly stems from the factthathe has been rejected and
booed by hisown people. This is the reasonwhyheweptbitterlythat night. However, he has come to the
conclusion that the populationsneed to bere-educated, particularly to betaughttheirownlanguage. In fact, the
masses are permanentlydeceived by the PNP and they follow blindly all thattheirreligious leaders tell them to
do, and most of thesereligious leaders are oftenwith the PNP. For example, Moodu’suncle (Abdu) tells
hisnephew : “We, peasants, willalways stand behindPresidentFojo and hisgovernment as long as
ourrighteousreligious leaders instruct us to do so...” (134). The main explanation to the masses’ attitude
isthattheylackeducation. So, according toMoodu, the solution for truedemocracy and sustainabledevelopmentis
to “... teach people how to write and readtheirownlanguage ; the Light and the Truth couldonly stem
fromthere.” (101).

Consciousof the magnitude of the task, the heroenlists the collaboration of hiscolleagues. As the
schemewascompletelybenevolent, somewould not engage in itwhileotherssaidtheydid not have enough time. But
someaccepted to workwithhim. Another obstacle whichlayacrossMoodu’swaywas how to persuade the leaders
of the Sports and Cultural Associations (SCA) to commit themselves to the Teach-the-Population-to-Read-and-
Write-Wolof-Scheme. Some leaders of the SCAswere reluctant to indulge in the pedagogicalactivities and
othersweretotallyuninterested in the re-education of the people.Thanks to theirsteadywill, Moodu and
hiscommittedcolleaguesmanaged to winsome of these leaders over: “He and hisfriends, afterdays of
wearisomenegotiations, succeeded in convincingsome leaders of the youth associations to jointhem in the
Teach-the-Population-to-Read-and-Write-Wolof-Scheme (TPRWWS). ” (130). The samesteadyresolution enables
Moodu to reaphis first reward: “.. aftertwo long years of hard work, Moodu and his team of
benevolentteachersweregratified to report that at least 70% of the total population was able to read and write
Wolof.” (139).

Moodu’s second rewardis the change of mentalityin hisuncleAbdu whowastotallyopposed to
hisnephew’sideas.UncleAbdutold the herothattheycould not have the sameopportunities as those in the
governmentbecausethatis life. The older man bases hisstoicism on God’swillthat “the worldwillalwaysconsist of
opulence and poverty, of joy and sadness, of life and death.” (137). In conformitywithpopular opinion,
UncleAbduisalsoconvincedthatthose in power are people whosemothers have been devoted to theirfathers.
Therefore, theydeserve to bewherethey are. Socontrary to  Moodu,hediscardscompletely the
regime’sresponsibility in the verydifficultsocio-economic situation prevailing in the country. This
explainswhy “Mooduwasfilledwithzeal and no littletrepidationthatdayafterrealizing the long wayhehadyet to go
to help people like hisuncleleap out of the dark.” (139). Thus, with the re-educationscheme, UncleAbdu’s
former attitude towardshisnephew’ssensitizationimproved, whichMoodunoticed : “
itwasonlywhenhesawUncleAbdusome time later, after the re- educatlonschemehadcompletelyach|eved|ts goals
that the latter became more amenable to hisnephew’s argument.” (139).

This successcreatedanotherproblemwhichMooduhad to overcome in order to put an end to the reign of
the PNP : intimidation fromthe people in power. In effect, as theyknow that the schemewill enable the masses
not to befooledany more, whichrepresents a seriousthreat to the continuity of theirrule, the politicalrulersresort
to intimidation :

.. whentheyhadrealizedthat the schemewas no child’senterprise, but rather a danger to their long-
lasting advantages, theydecided to initiateattacks on Moodu and hissquad of patrioticteachers. Theyaccusedthem
of running illegalprivateschools all over the country and threatened to close all the schoolshosting the scheme in
the tenregions. (139-140)

But for the intervention of states like Norway, Denmark, Canada, Kenseganauthoritieswould have
carried out thisthreat. Physical violence is the nextresort to makeMoodu stop bothering the Fojoregime. This
occurredafterhedivulged  the  hugeamounts of money  whichPresidentFojo and  other top-
rankinggovernmentofficialshad in banksabroad. The night followingtheserevelations, the hero’s house
wasbrokeninto by masked men whodid not findhimthere but whoboxedhiswife’sear and terrozizedhischildren.
Invain : “.. itwouldtake more than the threatsfromthoseworthless brutes to stop himfromdoinghis job. ” (149).

The best way to defendoneselfbeing to attack, as the sayinggoes, Moodu (alsoeditor of the dailyThe
New Beginning)wrote, the followingmorning, an editorialwhichwas“... afierce and overtattack on
thosewhohadattemptedeither to killhim or terrorizehimintorenouncinghis opinions and principles.” (162). If
thiseditorial, entitled ‘NO RESPITE, RASCALS !’ismemorable for itsdaringfeature, itisalso on the basis of the
Baxdatriotswhichled to Moodu’sthird and final reward : the downfall of the PNP whichhad been in power for
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more thanthirty-four years. Infact, inhispaper, the heroaddressedthose in powerdirectly : “You have ruled the
country for decadeswithshameless lies...”(163). Worsestill, heused the word ‘dictatorship’ to characterize the
regimeof PresidentFojo. Enough for the police to senda team of twenty policemen, armed to the teeth, to
Moodu’s in the afternoon. Fortunately, a group of twentyyoung men, havinglearnedthroughThe
NewBeginningthatsome people are seeking to Kkill the intellectual, had come to his house earlier to
ensurehissecurity.

Moodu’s warning the authorities in hiseditorialthat : “You cannot stop the foamingseawithyourarms ;
the tideistoo high now”’(163) isillustratedwhen the young men boldlyfaced the cops to preventthemfromarresting
the editor. That wassomething new and thereforeMoodu’s district neighbourswhowerewatching the
scenefromtheirhousescould not believetheireyes : “That,alone,was an utterrevolution; ’(182). The policemen
werefurtherridiculedwhen, at theirchief’sorder, theystarted to retreat. It wasthis humiliation whichdrovethe chief
to shoot down a 14-year-old boy whowaslaughing at them.This police blundertriggered violent clashes between
the young men and Moodu’s district neighbours on one side and the cops on the otherside, whichresulted in the
death of at least forty people amongwhom four young men and all the twenty policemen.As couldbeexpected,
police reinforcementsdid not delay in showing up. This time, the security forces arrivedwithdefenceforces and
their interventionwasquite brutal. Their house-to-house searchmade five victims and led to the arrest of
twohundred people. Besides, even if theydid not findMoodu, theyburnthis house, not
knowingthatitactuallybelonged to one of theirdeadcolleagues.

The followingacts,whichthe authoritiescommitted, show thatitwaslegitimate to oust themfrom power.
First of all, afterburningwhattheybelievedwasMoodu’s house, the cops set fire tohisnewspaper office. Second,
the Ministry of Interior gave a false narrative of the eventsaimed at turningKensegan peopleagainstMoodu,
presentinghimas a criminal, asbeing part “of a gang of armedrobbers and rapists,”as
someone “whoistreacherouslyseeking to subvert the lawfulregime of this country.” (186).The Ministry
evenwentas far as asking people to shoot Moodu down if theyseehim.Finally, the editors,whom the herotalked to
and who set the record straight the nextmorning, werearrested at theirheadquartersalongwiththeir personnel, and
“theirvaluable and hard-earnedequipmentdestroyed or stolen...” (195). But as Providence would have it, the
course of eventswasfilmed by a Europeanjournalistfor a report on Africancities. The watching of
thisvideoaround the country established the culpability of the men in uniform and provoked violent clashes
between the latter and the populations whoweredemonstrating in the streetsof
Kaada. Thesedemonstrators,whoweredemandingthatPresidentFojostep  down,learned the good news the
followingday by 6 o’clock : “PresidentFojohadfled the country for an unknown destination...” (197).

Il.  Conclusion :

The alreadybadeconomic situation of African countries in the 1990s, caused by their self-
servingpoliticalrulers, wasaccentuated by the implementation of the Structural Adjustments Programme (SAP).
Fed up with the SAP which made thempoorer and withtheirrepressivepoliticalrulerswhoclang to power and
personalizedtheir countries’ resources, African massesagitated to demanddemocracy and bettersocio-economic
conditions. ThroughA Leap Out of the Dark, Gorgui Dieng denounced the bad situation in Senegal in the 1990s,
a situation characterized by the impoverishment of the massesmainlycaused by the party in power
sinceindependencein 1960 and by the SAP. Besides, hecriticized not only the opportunistic attitude of the
national politicians but also the failure of the country’seconomicpolicy and the resignation of the State as far as
the security of the populations isconcerned.The authorisequallyfrustratedwith the systemic corruption
whichcauses an enormous fiscal deficit to the State and with the lack of patriotism of those in power who are
more interested in servingthemselvesthanserving the country, whichisillustratedby theirmisappropriation of
public funds.

In his first novel, Gorgui Dieng has shownthat the intellectualshould not limithimself to beingfrustrated
by the badgovernance of his country. The intellectualshould go beyond by taking actions so as to change the
course of events.Thus, MooduNjieaddresses the mob, drawingtheir attention to the responsibility of the regime
in theirimpoverishment and in the insecuritywhichthey are confrontedwith. Then, heconveneshisco-villagers to
an exchange-of-views meeting duringwhichheenumerates the basic social services their village isdeprived of
and accuses directlythe Fojo administration of neglect. Finally, Mooducommitshimself to the re-education of the
population, for heknowsthat if the PNP has spentsomuch time in power, itisbecause the regimetakesadvantage of
the masses’illiteracy. This iswhatmotivateshim to initiate the Teach-the-Population-to-Read-and-Write-Wolof-
Scheme (TPRWWS)which has eventuallyachievedcompletelyits goals.

Dieng has finallyillustrated the importance of a relentlessdetermination in order to achieveone’s goals.
Moodu’saddress to the mob ends in failure. Not only do theybrushasidehisattempt to sensitizethemabout
theirvictimization by the rulersbut one man among the crowdkicks himviolently in the bottom. This setback in
no wayunderminedhisdecision to talk to hisco-villagers about the basic social services whichthey are
unjustlydeprived of by those in power. The meeting withhisco-villagersturnsinto a fiasco as well. Irritated by
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Moodu’s accusations towards the government, the village Chief ridicules him and sets himagainst the audience
somuchsothat people left the meeting, insultingMoodu. Knowingthathe has difficulty in enlighteninghis
audiences because the masses are illiterate, the hero sets up the TPRWWS. Even if many of hiscolleagues, on
whomherelied,would not engage in the scheme, someaccepted to pick up the challenge. Even if, in the
beginning,the leaders of the SCAswere reluctant to jointhem, Moodu and hiscommittedcolleagueswere not
discouraged. So, aftertwoyears of hard work, theyenabled 70% of Kensegan populationto be able to read and
write Wolof. The threatswhichhereceivedfrom the power, becausehisenlightening the population wasrisky to the
continuity of PresidentFojo’srule, did not makehimflincheither. Thesethreatsresulted in the police blunters in
Baxdat and triggered the streetdemonstrationswhichled to Moodu’s final goal : the end of the long and
dictatorial rule of the Fojoregime.
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