
Quest Journals 

Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Science 

Volume 11 ~ Issue 10 (2023) pp: 275-277 

ISSN(Online):2321-9467  

www.questjournals.org 

 

 

 

 

*Corresponding Author: Dr Reena Vasuniya                                                                                         275 | Page 

Research Paper 

A Study on Religious Affairs and Cultural Patronage under the 

Mughals 
 

Dr Reena Vasuniya 
Assistant Professor  

Department of History, ML C Government Grils PG college khandwa M.P.  

Email- vasuniyareena26@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 
The Mughal Empire, a dynasty of Turco-Mongol origin that ruled much of India from the 16th to the 18th 

centuries, was a period of remarkable cultural and religious synthesis. While Islam was the religion of the rulers, 

the Mughal emperors displayed a remarkable degree of tolerance and patronage towards other faiths, 

particularly Hinduism. This paper explores the intricate relationship between the Mughals and religion, and their 

significant contributions to the cultural landscape of India. The early Mughal emperors, particularly Babur and 

Humayun, were orthodox Muslims who faced challenges in establishing their rule amidst a predominantly Hindu 

population. However, it was Akbar, the grandson of Babur, who initiated a radical departure from the orthodox 

Islamic policies of his predecessors. He adopted a policy of religious tolerance, culminating in the Din-i-Ilahi, a 

syncretic faith that drew elements from Islam, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, and other religions. While 

the Din-i-Ilahi failed to gain widespread acceptance, it symbolized Akbar's commitment to religious pluralism.  
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I. INTRODUCTION 
Akbar's successors, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, while not as religiously liberal as Akbar, continued the 

policy of religious tolerance. They patronized Hindu temples and granted land grants to religious institutions of 

different faiths. The construction of the Taj Mahal by Shah Jahan, a magnificent mausoleum for his beloved wife 

Mumtaz Mahal, is a testament to the Mughal aesthetic sense and their ability to blend Persian and Indian 

architectural styles. 

Mughal patronage extended beyond religious tolerance. The emperors were avid patrons of the arts, 

literature, and music. They established a vibrant court culture that attracted scholars, poets, musicians, and artists 

from across the empire and beyond. Persian language and culture flourished under Mughal patronage, but the 

emperors also encouraged the development of Hindi and other regional languages. 

The Mughal era witnessed a remarkable synthesis of Islamic and Indian cultures. The fusion of Persian 

and Indian artistic styles gave birth to a unique Mughal art form, characterized by its elegance, sophistication, and 

attention to detail. Miniature painting, which reached its zenith during this period, beautifully captured the 

grandeur of the Mughal court and the diverse landscapes of India. 

While the later Mughals faced challenges from rising Rajput and Maratha powers, and the empire 

gradually declined, their legacy in terms of religious tolerance and cultural patronage endures. The Mughal era 

laid the foundation for a composite Indian culture that has continued to evolve over centuries. Although the 

Mughal Empire is no more, its contributions to India's rich cultural heritage remain an enduring legacy. 

The Mughal Empire, which spanned the Indian subcontinent from the 16th to the 18th centuries, was a 

period of remarkable cultural and religious dynamism. The Mughal rulers, with their Central Asian Turkic origins, 

were Muslims, but their reign was characterized by a unique blend of Islamic and Hindu traditions. This paper 

will explore the intricate relationship between religious affairs and cultural patronage under the Mughals. 

Cultural patronage was another hallmark of Mughal rule. The Mughal court was a melting pot of diverse 

cultures, where Persian, Turkish, and Indian artistic traditions converged. The emperors were avid patrons of art, 

architecture, literature, and music. The Taj Mahal, a testament to Mughal architectural brilliance, is a prime 

example of this patronage.  

The Mughal Empire, a dynasty of Turco-Mongol origin that ruled much of India from the 16th to the 

18th centuries, left an indelible mark on the subcontinent's cultural and religious landscape. This paper will explore 
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the intricate interplay between religious affairs and cultural patronage under the Mughals, a complex tapestry 

woven with threads of tolerance, discrimination, and artistic brilliance. 

A notable aspect of Mughal society was the relatively elevated position of Muslim women compared to 

their Hindu counterparts. Islamic law granted Muslim women certain rights, including inheritance, property 

ownership, and the right to divorce. This contrasted sharply with the Hindu system, where women were often 

subjected to practices like sati, child marriage, and limited property rights. 

Within the Mughal royal household, women enjoyed a privileged position. Many wielded considerable 

influence over state affairs. Figures like Nur Jahan, Mumtaz Mahal, and Zeb-un-Nissa exemplify the political and 

cultural authority achieved by some women. They patronized arts, literature, and architecture, leaving an enduring 

legacy. However, it is essential to acknowledge that these privileges were largely confined to the elite. The lives 

of ordinary women, both Muslim and Hindu, were often constrained by societal norms and religious practices. 

Purdah, the practice of seclusion, was prevalent, restricting women's mobility and social interaction. Child 

marriage, though less prevalent among Muslims, continued to be a challenge for many Hindu women. 

 

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
Mughal period witnessed the coexistence of diverse cultural and religious practices. While some 

elements of Islamic law were progressive for women, other customs, such as polygamy, persisted. The status of 

women varied significantly based on their religion, social class, and geographical location. At its core, the Mughal 

approach to religion was one of pragmatic accommodation. [1] 

While Islam was the state religion, the rulers understood the need to balance the religious sensibilities of 

the predominantly Hindu population. Akbar, the greatest of the Mughal emperors, epitomized this approach. His 

policy of sulh-i-kul or 'universal peace' aimed at creating a harmonious society by respecting all faiths. The 

establishment of the Ibadat Khana, a place of worship for people of different religions to engage in theological 

discussions, is a testament to Akbar's religious tolerance. However, it is essential to note that this tolerance often 

coexisted with discriminatory practices, such as the jizya, a tax imposed on non-Muslims. [2] 

The Mughals were also ardent patrons of the arts and culture. Their patronage led to a golden age of 

artistic expression in India. Persianate influences, brought by the Mughals, blended seamlessly with indigenous 

Indian traditions, resulting in a unique and vibrant cultural synthesis. The Mughal court was a melting pot of 

artists, musicians, poets, and scholars from diverse backgrounds. The patronage extended to various art forms, 

including architecture, painting, music, and literature. The Taj Mahal, a sublime example of Mughal architecture, 

stands as a timeless testament to this era of artistic excellence. [3] 

The relationship between religious affairs and cultural patronage was not always harmonious. While 

some rulers, like Akbar, actively promoted religious tolerance and cultural pluralism, others, such as Aurangzeb, 

adopted a more orthodox Islamic stance, leading to increased tensions and a decline in cultural patronage. The 

latter part of the Mughal period witnessed a gradual erosion of the empire's secular ethos and a corresponding 

decline in artistic output. [4] 

 

RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS AND CULTURAL PATRONAGE UNDER THE MUGHALS 
Mughal period was a complex and multifaceted era in Indian history. The rulers' approach to religion, 

oscillating between tolerance and intolerance, had a profound impact on the socio-cultural landscape. While the 

Mughals undeniably contributed to the rich cultural heritage of India, their legacy is also marred by instances of 

religious discrimination. Understanding this complex interplay between religious affairs and cultural patronage is 

essential to appreciate the full spectrum of the Mughal era. 

However, it is essential to recognize that these examples represent the pinnacle of women's status, 

accessible only to a privileged few. The lives of ordinary women were significantly different. Purdah, the practice 

of seclusion, became more prevalent, limiting women's mobility and social interactions. Child marriage, sati, and 

other harmful customs persisted, especially among Hindu women. Polygamy was common among the upper 

classes, further emphasizing the patriarchal nature of society. Furthermore, while Islamic law granted women 

certain rights, such as inheritance and property ownership, these rights were often curtailed by social customs and 

practices. The legal system, though theoretically equitable, did not always protect women's interests effectively. 

The status of women under the Mughals was a multifaceted issue. While there were instances of progress 

and individual achievements, the overarching reality was one of inequality and subordination. The Mughal era, 

while marked by significant cultural and political advancements, did not bring about a fundamental transformation 

in the position of women in society. The emperors were ardent patrons of the arts, fostering a golden age of 

painting, architecture, literature, and music. Mughal miniature paintings, with their exquisite detail and vibrant 

colors, captured the essence of court life, nature, and mythology. The iconic Taj Mahal, a testament to love and 

architectural brilliance, stands as the zenith of Mughal architectural achievement. 

Another defining aspect of Mughal culture was its cosmopolitan character. Akbar, the greatest of the 

Mughal emperors, famously pursued a policy of religious tolerance, creating a syncretic faith known as Din-i-
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Ilahi. This emphasis on inclusivity led to a vibrant cultural exchange, with Persian, Turkish, and Indian traditions 

coexisting harmoniously. The Mughal court was a melting pot of diverse cultures, attracting scholars, artists, and 

artisans from across the empire and beyond. 

The Mughal rulers also played a crucial role in the development of Persianate culture in India. The 

Persian language became the language of the court and administration, and Persian literature flourished under 

Mughal patronage. Urdu, a new language that emerged as a blend of Persian and Hindi, also gained prominence 

during this period. While the Mughals were primarily Muslims, they adopted many customs and traditions from 

the Hindu majority. 

The celebration of festivals like Diwali and Holi became integral to Mughal court life, reflecting the 

empire's syncretic ethos. The Mughals also patronized Hindu temples and granted land grants to Brahmins, 

demonstrating their respect for different faiths. However, the Mughal legacy is a complex one. The later Mughals 

became increasingly conservative and intolerant, leading to religious tensions and ultimately, the decline of the 

empire. Nevertheless, the cultural foundations laid by the early Mughals continued to shape Indian society for 

centuries to come. 

Mughal tradition and culture were a product of a unique blend of Central Asian, Persian, and Indian 

influences. The Mughals' patronage of the arts, their cosmopolitan outlook, and their efforts to create a harmonious 

society left an enduring legacy that continues to enrich Indian culture today. Music and dance were integral to 

Mughal court life. The emperors were patrons of various musical forms, and their courts were graced by skilled 

musicians and dancers. The synthesis of Persian and Indian musical traditions gave rise to new forms, enriching 

the cultural landscape. 

Religion played a pivotal role in shaping Mughal society. While the rulers were Muslims, they adopted 

a tolerant approach toward other faiths. Akbar, in particular, is renowned for his policy of 'Din-i-Illahi', a syncretic 

faith that aimed to unite different religions. This spirit of religious tolerance fostered a harmonious coexistence 

among diverse communities. 

The Mughal era also witnessed significant advancements in literature and learning. Persian was the 

language of the court, but the emperors encouraged the development of other languages as well. The Mughal 

rulers established libraries, patronized scholars, and translated numerous works, contributing to the intellectual 

growth of the subcontinent. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 
The Mughal period was a complex interplay of religious and cultural forces. While the early Mughals 

fostered a climate of religious tolerance and cultural synthesis, the later years witnessed a decline in these values. 

The Mughal legacy, nonetheless, continues to shape Indian culture and society. The Mughal emperors also 

commissioned numerous historical chronicles, which provide invaluable insights into the period. However, the 

reign of Aurangzeb, the last of the great Mughal emperors, marked a departure from this policy of religious 

tolerance. His strict enforcement of Islamic laws and his destruction of Hindu temples led to widespread 

discontent. This shift in religious policy had a negative impact on the empire's cultural fabric. 
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