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Indigenous people are the most potent symbol of our human diversity of culture, language and spirit.
They have been the guardians of our global environment and its medicine for millennia- built on a holistic
communal view of humanity and its links to the ecosystem.

Nestled in the vibrant tapestry of India, Gujarat boasts a diverse and rich tribal life that adds a
kaleidoscopic dimension to the state's cultural mosaic. Home to numerous indigenous communities, each with
its distinct traditions and customs, Gujarat's tribal life encapsulates the essence of unity in diversity.

Most of the primitive tribe like kolcha ,padhars ,siddis prefer to live in the forest or along its fringes.
They keep themselves comparatively in isolation from other communities. These aboriginals call themselves the
son of the soil. Their economy is mostly dependent on the forest produce. The tribals are concentrated on the
border region of he state. Spread across the eastern and southern regions, tribal communities like the Bhils,
Rathwas, and Dungri Garasias contribute to the cultural vibrancy of the state. The Bhils, one of the largest tribal
groups, showcase a tapestry of vibrant dance forms and folk music, embodying a connection to the land and
nature. The Rathwas, known for their colorful attire and unique rituals, infuse their surroundings with a vivid
cultural palette.

From the agricultural practices of the Chaudharis to the coastal lifestyle of the Koli Patels, each
community weaves its own narrative into Gujarat's cultural fabric. Siddis, with African roots, bring a global
perspective, creating a dynamic blend of traditions his diverse tribal life not only reflects the historical richness
of Gujarat but also exemplifies the harmonious coexistence of various communities, fostering a cultural identity
that is as diverse as it is resilient. Gujarat's tribal tapestry stands as a testament to the state's commitment to
preserving and celebrating its cultural heritage.

Gujarat—a vibrant state with its own wide and scenic beauty have always fascinated me,which ends
up giving me a reason to explore a new world, known verbally to many but hardly anyone explore it willingly
due to no high fan following for the most, vibrant Dang tribal region of Gujarat. Teaching ‘sociology of Gujarat’
as one of the subject had also pushed me up to explore the vibrant dang tribe- full of colourful patterns. Luckily
,last week got an invitation for the cultural programme depicting the tribal life tittled “Abhivyakti” with 3 mask
figure as its logo, the name really attracts me as it signifies not only expression but a whole lot about human
existence, Abhivyakti, an social project that promote tribal artists in multi-disciplinary areas and connect them
with the general public. “Think of others also, when you think about yourself” is the philosophy of UFM
foundation an NGO, under which the Abhivyakti woks, it also focuses on Community Healthcare, Education &
Knowledge Enhancement and Social Care & Concern for the underprivileged section of the people.

This invitation was again a wonderful opening to share my insights on Dang tribe cultural and
sustainable life style which is one way to educate people about tribal cultures, their connectedness to nature, and
their methods of cultural preservation.

In the heart of India's enchanting Western Ghats resides a tribe whose culture is as vibrant as the lush
landscapes that surround them. The tribal life in Dang reflects a unique blend of tradition and adaptation to the
natural environment. The cultural vibrancy, coupled with the resilience of the Dangi people, contributes
significantly to Gujarat's rich and diverse heritage. The Dang tribe, with their colorful traditions and captivating
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stories, offer a glimpse into a world where nature, folklore, and community intertwine seamlessly. Today, let's
embark on a journey to explore the colorful tapestry of the Dang tribe's culture, with a special focus on their
cherished legend—the story of Kansari.

The Dang Tribe: A Burst of Colours

The Dang tribe, primarily located in Gujarat's Dang District, is known for their love of colours. From the vivid
clothing they wear to the elaborate jewellery adorning their bodies, colour is an integral part of their daily lives.
This vibrant palette symbolizes their connection to the natural world, where every hue has a story to tell.

Dangi Culture:

The Dangi community, predominantly Bhil and Warli tribes, contributes significantly to the cultural diversity of
Gujarat. Traditional Dangi music, dance forms, and art reflect their vibrant cultural expressions. The Dangi
dance, known as 'Dangi Nritya,' is an integral part of their festivities.

Festivals and Rituals:

Festivals hold a special place in Dangi tribal life. Events like Dang Darbar showcase their unique cultural
practices, where traditional dances and rituals are performed.Holi, Diwali, and Bhadli are celebrated with
enthusiasm, accompanied by traditional music and dance.

Economy and Livelihood:
Agriculture is a primary occupation for the Dangi people. The hilly terrain is conducive to terrace farming and
shifting cultivation.Fishing, hunting, and gathering forest produce also contribute to their livelihood.

Traditional Attire:
The Dangi tribe is known for its colorful and traditional attire. Women wear vibrant, embroidered skirts and
blouses, adding a touch of cultural richness to their daily lives.

Architecture:
Traditional dwellings in Dang are often constructed with bamboo and thatch. These structures are well-suited for
the hilly landscape and reflect the community's close connection to nature.

Social Structure:
The Dangi community has a well-defined social structure with its own set of customs and norms. Social
gatherings and community events play a crucial role in maintaining social bonds.

Spiritual Beliefs:

The Dangi people often follow indigenous and animistic belief systems. Nature worship, reverence for natural
elements, and rituals tied to the agricultural cycle are integral to their spiritual practices.

The tribal life in Dang reflects a unique blend of tradition and adaptation to the natural environment. The
cultural vibrancy, coupled with the resilience of the Dang

The Tale of Kansari: The Jewel of Dang Folklore

At the heart of the Dang tribe's storytelling tradition is the mesmerizing legend of Kansari.. Kansari
represents not only the beauty of the natural world but also the spirit of freedom and the essence of life. In
Gujarat's Dang district, the Kunkna group worships the goddess of food known as Kansari. This story is told in a
number of different ways during harvest seasons. In the neighbourhood, bhagats typically play the instrument.
Kasa is the Sanskrit word for a sprout. The word kasa is the root of the word kansari. The story of Kansari
explores themes such as creation, doom, re-creation, the history of early humans, and human heroes. One telling
of the tale tells the tale of how the earth was created. The legend of Kansari tells the story of a young Dang girl
who embarks on a journey to find the mythical bird. Guided by a dream, she traverses dense forests, climbs lofty
mountains, and crosses glistening rivers. Along her path, she encounters a cast of fascinating characters—each
imparting wisdom, teaching her about the harmony of nature, and reinforcing the importance of preserving its
beauty.
The story of Kansari is a testament to the Dang tribe's deep-rooted connection with their environment. It
emphasizes their respect for the natural world, the need for sustainable living, and the intrinsic value of every
living creature.

*Corresponding Author: Dr. Pooja Dikshit 270 | Page



Reflecting on the Colourful and sustainable Culture of Dang: Vibrant Hues and Timeless ..

Colours of Unity

The Dang tribe's colourful culture and the legend of Kansari are more than just aesthetics; they are a
reflection of the tribe's unity, resilience, and deep appreciation for the world around them. Each shade and story
weaves a tapestry of community and identity. The Dang tribe's vibrant culture and the enchanting tale of Kansari
remind us of the beauty that exists in the diversity of our world. Their vivid traditions and captivating stories
inspire us to appreciate the natural world, embrace unity in diversity, and cherish the tales that connect us to our
roots. In the adapting culture of the Dang tribe, we find not only a celebration of life but also a timeless remind
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