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I. Introduction
In th ird -w o rld co u n tr ies , s lu m s a re a ty p ica l c h ara cte ris tic o f a n y d ev elo p in g c it y. S lu m s a re als o

s ee n a s a view o f life ; a p a t hy a n d s o c ia l a lie na t io n a re at tr ib ut ed t o a s u b -c u lt u re w ith in t h e co llec tio n o f
n o rm s a nd v alu es th a t a re e xp res s e d in in ad eq u a te s a n it a tio n a n d h ea lth p ra ct ic es , d e via n t a c tio n s a n d
fea tu res . In a s w a m p y, s ha n ty a nd s h ad o w re g io n w he re s u b h u m a n co n d itio n s p rev a il, s lu m s a re
ch a ra c ter ize d b y illite ra cy , ig n o ra n ce , ill h e alt h, ine rt ia , in d e b te d n es s a n d in s a n ita tio n . T he s lu m d w e lle rs
b e lie ve th a t th ey s tru g g le w it h fr ictio n, in s ec urity, d ru nk e n ne s s a n d o th er d e via n t h a b its a nd a re s o c ia l
ca s t -o ffs . Slu m d w ellers c an b e e co n o m ic a lly v alu a b le cit iz en s , b ec au s e b y a c cep tin g lo w w a g es a n d
re n d erin g es s en t ia l s e rv ic es t o th e u rb a n co m m u n it y, th ey co n tr ib u te to t h e o v era ll g ro w th o f t h e c it y
w ith o u t m a k ing a n y s p ec ia l d em a n d o n t h e fr ig h ten in g fin a n cia l re s o u rc es o f u rb an lo ca l b id s .
N ev erth ele s s , th ere s ho uld b e p u b lic int erve nt io n t o m o nit o r th e g ro w th o f s lum s a n d im p ro v e th e livin g
co nd it io n s o f s lu m d w ellers , lea d in g to p ro g ram s fo r s lu m im p ro v em e nt . Th e g ro w th o f th e p o p u la t io n in
th e a fterm a th o f ind us t ria liz a tio n in t he c it y is o n e o f th e m a in rea s o n s b eh in d s lu m g ro w th (B h uiya n , A .
2 0 1 7 ). T h e ex is ten c e o f s lu m is a w o rld w id e p he n o m en o n . It is a re s u lt o f in d u s tria liza tio n . In th e q u ick
s p rea d o f s lu m s , re s ult in g no t o n ly fro m s h o rt a g e o f ho us in g b u t a ls o fro m th e lo w e arn in g o f w o rk e rs
en g a g e d in les s p ro d uc tiv e ac tiv it ies h a s b ec o m e a w id e s p re ad a tt rib u te o f th e u rb an iz at io n p ro ce s s in
g ro w in g na t io ns . A s p e r c en s u s 2 0 1 1 (G o ve rn m en t o f In d ia ) t he w h o le p o p u lat io n o f s lu m in In d ia is
6 5 ,4 9 4 ,6 0 4 in w h ic h t h e m a le p o p u la tio n is 3 3 ,9 6 8 ,2 0 3 a n d th e fem a le p o p u la t io n is 3 1 ,5 2 6 . 4 0 1 . A ro un d
1 in 6 In d ia n liv es in s lu m s .M ah a ra s h tra h a s re co g niz ed b y g o v ern m e n t o f In d ia as v a s tly s lu m
p o p ula te d s ta te a n d it is k n o w n a s t he s lu m ca p ita l o f In d ia . It co ns is t 9 % o f th e t o ta l s lu m p o p u la tio n s
o f t he co un t ry. It w a s fo llo w ed b y A n d h ra P ra d es h , W es t B en g a l a n d U tt a r P ra d es h are h ig h ly s lu m
p o p ula te d s ta te s o f In d ia. In O d is h a 5 , 5 4 ,5 0 7 p eo p le liv e in s lu m in w h ic h m a le p o p u la tio n is 3 0 6 8 1 1
a n d fem a le p o p u la tio n is 2 , 7 9 ,1 5 6 . In In d ia em e rg e nc e o f s lum s b eg an d u rin g th e p re vio u s th re e
d e ca d es o f la s t c en tu ry b e ca u s e o f c ru m b lin g o f la n d in ru ra l a rea s a n d s p ee d y g ro w th in p o p u la tio n .
T his le d to un p ro v o k ed u n em p lo y m en t, d ea rt h, flo o d s , ep id e m ic, a n d s o cia l c la s s fig h t & ca s t e ten s io n s
w h ic h ca u s ed fo r th e s u rfa c in g o f s lu m s in a v ic io u s s p h ere . T he a d d itio n a l cruc ial fa ct o rs t ha t 3
re g u lat e t h e g ro w th o f s lum s a re im m ig ra tio n , in d u s tr ia liza t io n in fo rm a l s ect o r em p lo ym en t & o th ers .
W he n p eo p le a re co m in g t o cities t o g et in co m e re s o u rc es th ey a re m a k es te m p o ra ry h o u s es in t h e s id e
cit ie s & s ta yin g in it. A s lu m ta k ing b irth fro m t his ty p es o f te m p o rary liv in g ha b it s .

Meaning of Slum
T he w o rd ‘s lum ’ refe rs t o ca s u a l s et tlem e n t in w hic h th e c o n d itio n o f h o u s es is d re ad fu l a n d

livin g co n d it io ns a re v ery p o o r. Th e s lu m a re as a re o ft en cro w d ed a n d m a ny p eo p le in h a b it int o h ud d le
a re as w it h in th e c ity. Th e refo re, s lu m s a re u s u a lly crea te d c it y p la c es w h ere p eo p le s u ffe rs fro m la c k o f
b a s ic fa c ilitie s o f life lik e s a n ita ry co nd it io n s , fres h d rin k ing w a ter , p ro p er s a n ita tio n a n d d ra in ag e etc .
p e o p le en d u re fro m m a n y p ro b le m s in s lu m a rea s s uc h a s h ig h in cid e n ces o f d is e a s es lik e typ ho id a n d
ch o le ra a n d th e m o s t a ffe ct ed p eo p le a re w o m en an d ch ild re n. F u rt he r, in fo rm a l ho us in g co n d it io ns ,
la ck o f b a s ic s erv ice s , cle an d rin k in g w at er a re th e b a s ic d is a d v a nt a g es in s lu m a re as . (B is a i et a l.2 0 0 9 ).

Types of Slum
T he 2 0 1 1 ce ns u s h a s es t a b lis h e d th ree s lu m fo rm s . T h ey a re in fo rm e d , rec o g n ize d a n d

id en t if ied . N o t ifie d s lu m m ay b e re ferred to a s a n y n o t if ied a re a in a to w n o r city n o tif ied b y fe d era l,
u n io n t errito ry o r lo c a l g o ve rn m e nt as a s lu m u nd er a n y a ct in c lu d in g a 's lu m a ct .' A ll a re a s rec o g n ize d
d e fin ed b y s ta te a d m in is tra tio n as ‘s lu m ’ , u n io n t errito r ies o r lo c al g o v ern m en t, h o u s in g a n d s lum b o a rd ,
n o t o ffic ia lly n o t if ied a s s lum u n d e r s ev era l a cts . A co m p a ct a re a o f a t lea s t 3 0 0 p o p u la t io n o r ab o u t
6 0 -7 0 p o o rly b u ilt co n g e s te d t en em en t h o u s eh o ld s , la ck o f a d e q u a te s a n it a tio n a n d d rin k in g w a t er,
in ad eq u a te a cc es s to s a n ita tio n an d o t h er in fra s tru c tu re , p o o r ho us in g q u a lit y , o v ercro w d in g a n d
in s ecu re re s id en tia l s t a tu s in u n hy g ien ic en v iro n m en t s . (G ee th a ,S .e ta l.1 9 9 6 )

Major Health Problems among Slum Children
R a p id urb a n iz a tio n ha s b ee n a cc o m p a n ied b y th e d e ve lo p m en t o f s lum s in t h e 2 0 th ce nt u ry. In

th e le as t d ev elo p e d co u n tr ies , n e arly o n e-t hird o f t h e w o rld 's p o p u la t io n a n d m o re th a n 6 0 % o f th e u rb an
p o p ula tio n live in s lu m s , in clu d in g h u nd red s o f m illio n s o f ch ild re n (B h u iya n , A . 2 0 1 7 ). B e ca u s e o f
s ev ere p o v erty, o ve rc ro w d in g , in a d eq u a te w a t er a n d s an ita t io n, p o o r in fra s truc tu re , res tr icte d ac ce s s t o
b a s ic h ea lth a nd e d u ca tio n fa cilit ies , a n d o t he r d iff ic u lt ies , s lu m s a re p la c es w it h la rg e s o cia l an d h ea lth
d is a d v an t ag es fo r ch ild re n a n d th eir fa m ilie s (i.e , h ig h u n em p lo ym en t , v io le n ce). D es p it e th e s ev erity o f
th is p ro b lem , rela tiv ely little is k n o w n a b o ut th e p o s s ib le h e alt h e ffe cts o f s lu m life.
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D is ea s e is a c o m m o n ca u s e o f s lu m ch ild re n's c ris is , b u t t h e typ e o f he a lt h p ro b le m va rie s .
D iarrh ea , fe ve r, co u g h , t yp h o id , s k in d is ea s e s a n d s ca b ie s , m e as le s , rin g w o rm , jau n d ice , t um o rs , as t h m a ,
ey e d is o rd e rs a n d d en ta l co m p lic at io n s a re th e m a in h ea lth co n c ern s in t he s lu m . T h ere w e re s e as o na l
d iffere n ces in d is e as e s , b u t in th e s lu m c h ild ren th ere w e re w id es p rea d fev er, d iarrh ea a nd jau n d ice .
D u rin g w in ter , co u g h s , fev ers , m ea s les , c h ic k en p o x, s c a b ies , a n d a s th m a w e re m o re p re va len t . D u rin g
th e s u m m e r m o n th s , fev er , d iarrh e a a nd ch ick e n p o x w e re co m m o n . In t he rain y s ea s o n , fev er , d ia rrh e a,
ch o le ra , s c a b ies , co u g h s a n d co ld s are c o m m o n . Ja u n d ice , t yp h o id , m ea s les , a nd tu b ercu lo s is w ere
p o p ula r a cu t e d is ea s es , w hile a s th m a , s t o m a ch , ca n cer , t um o rs , an d h ea rt d is ea s e w ere co m m o n
ch ro n ic d is ea s es . Six ty-t w o p erce nt a nd 3 1 p e rce n t o f a ll d ea th s in Afr ic a an d S o u t h A s ia , res p e ct iv ely,
a re at tr ib ut ed t o in fe ct io us d is e a s es . C o m m u n ica b le d is e a s es co nt inu e to b e th e la rg es t c o n tr ib ut o r t o
g lo b a l m o rb id it y a n d m o rt ality . It is e s tim a te d t ha t 3 .8 m illio n ch ild re n u nd er th e a g e o f five d ie p er ye a r
fro m d ia rrh ea a n d ac u te res p irat o ry t ra ct infe ctio n s , ac co rd in g to W H O (2 0 0 3 ). A n a p p ro x im a te 8 8 % o f
w o rld w id e d ia rrh e al d e a th s a re d u e t o co nt a m ina t ed w a te r, ins u ffic ien t s a n ita tio n a n d in a d eq ua t e
h yg ien e (G up ta , I., e t a l 2 0 1 5 ). C lea n w a t er a nd h a n d w a s h ing a re c o n s id ere d to b e th e m o s t
co s t-e ffe ctiv e d ia rrh ea l d is ea s e p rev en t io n in t erv en t io n. V a rio u s s t ud ie s h av e s ho w n t ha t d ia rrh e a,
a cu te re s p ira to ry in fec tio n s a n d s k in infe ctio n s m a y b e a v o id ed b y s im p le a ct s o f h a nd w as h in g a n d
b a s ic h yg ie n e b e h av io r. D es p ite a g re a t d e a l o f re s ea rc h s up p o rt ing th e im p o rt a nc e o f p ers o n al h yg ie n e
b e ha v io r, it is n o t yet c o m m o nly p ra ctic ed . It is fo u nd t ha t in d ev elo p e d co u n tr ie s , yo u n g ch ild re n a n d
th e ir m o th ers s trug g le t o w a s h th e ir h a nd s p ro p erly a fter c o n ta ct w it h ea c h o th er. In u rb a n s lu m s w ith
in ad eq u a te a c ces s t o clea n w a t er a n d s a nit at io n , th e s e ve rity o f t he p ro b le m is g rea t er.

C h ild ren fro m th e p o o res t u rb a n a re as a re t hree tim e s m o re lik ely t h an c h ild ren fro m th e rich e s t
u rb a n a n d rura l reg io ns to d ie b e fo re t h e a g e o f five . A s tu d y co n d u c ted in th e M um b a i s lu m s ho w s th a t
w a ter-re lat ed in fect io n s c a n a cc o u n t fo r 3 0 p e rc en t o f a ll m o rb id ity. A n im p o rta n t b a s is fo r a p ro g ram t o
im p ro ve s an ita t io n, h a nd h yg ie n e a nd w a te r q u a lity is th e a w aren es s o f n o rm a l h a n d -w a s hin g (U s m a n i,
G ., e t a l 2 0 1 7 ). H o w ev er , lim ite d d a ta , e s p ec ia lly in s lu m s , ev alu a te d th e h a nd h yg ie n e b eh a v io r o f
ch ild re n a n d t he ir m o th ers . In view o f th is , th e p re s en t s tu d y w as ca rr ie d o ut t o u n d ers ta n d t h e
u n d ers ta n d ing , a ctio n s a n d b eh a vio rs o f h an d -w a s h in g b y urb a n s lu m ch ild ren a n d t h eir m o t he rs . T h e
p u rp o s e o f t he s t u d y w a s to a cce s s t he h a n d w a s h in g b e h av io r o f t h e p a rtic ip an t s in o rd er t o id en tify
a n d o ve rc o m e b a rriers t o g o o d h a n d h yg ien e p ra ctic es .

D es p it e b ein g p rev en t ab le , w a ter a n d s an ita t io n-rela te d d is ea s es rem ain o n e o f th e m o s t
im p o rta n t ch ild re n 's h e alt h is s u es w o rld w id e. B a d w a te r a n d s a n ita tio n re s u lt in a n im m e ns e eco no m ic
b u rd en in t erm s o f ex p e nd it u re o n h e alt h, lo s s o f p ro d uc tio n an d d ive rs io n o f la b o r. In A ug us t 2 0 1 5 , t h e
W o rld H e a lt h O rg a niz a tio n (W H O ) la un c he d a g lo b a l s t ra te g y t o fu rth e r a lig n w a t er, s a n ita tio n a n d
h yg ien e s e rv ices (W AS H ) w it h fo u r o th er p ub lic h e alt h in itia tive s to a cc elerat e p ro g re s s to w a rd s t h e
elim in a tio n a n d erad ic a tio n b y 2 0 2 0 o f ne g lec ted t ro p ic a l d is ea s e s (N T Ds ). "M illio n s s u ffer fro m
d e va s ta t in g N T D s a s s o cia te d w it h W A SH , s u ch a s s o il-tran s m it ted he lm int h ia s is , tra c ho m a , a n d
s ch is to s o m ia s is (K a m ruz z am an , M ., et a l 2 0 1 6 )." T h e k ey s o lu tio n s are a cce s s t o s afe w a te r, t h e
m a n a g em e n t o f h u m a n ex crem e n t, im p ro ve m en t o f h yg ien e an d im p ro v em en t o f ta rg ete d
en v iro n m e nt a l m a n a g em en t.

A rec en t rep o rt s h o w ed t h at m o re th a n 6 6 0 m illio n p e o p le h a d n o ac ce s s t o im p ro ve d s o u rc es
o f w a te r in 2 0 1 5 . T h e s t u d y o f t h e W H O /U N IC E F Jo in t W a t er Su p p ly an d Sa n ita tio n M o nit o rin g P ro g ra m
a ls o fo u n d t ha t a p p ro xim a te ly 2 .5 b illio n p eo p le la ck ed a cc es s t o b e tt er s an ita t io n. A m o n g t h e
im p o rta n t r is k fa c to rs fo r t h e tra ns m is s io n o f m a ny N TD s a re o p e n d efe ca tio n a n d la ck o f h yg ie ne . A s a
re s u lt o f N TD s , o v er h a lf a m illio n liv es a re lo s t e ac h ye ar. W a te r a n d s an ita t io n p rio r itiza t io n w ill
a d d res s th e d ete rm in a n ts o f m a ny N TD s a nd s up p o rt W H O 's d riv e fo r u n ive rs a l he a lt h co v erag e th a t is
eq uit ab le a n d s u s ta ina b le . T a rg e te d w a te r an d s a n it a tio n in itia tiv es are p ro jec te d t o s us t a in o n g o in g
effo rts to res o lv e 1 6 o u t o f 1 7 N T D s , a ffec tin g m o re th a n 1 b illio n o f t h e w o rld 's p o o res t a n d m o s t
v uln era b le c o m m u n ities , es p ecia lly in im p o v eris h ed re g io n s s u ch a s s lu m s (M b eru , e t a l 2 0 1 6 ). T h e
s lu m p o p u la t io n re m a ine d p o o r, p a rtic ula rly in te rm s o f h ea lth , E d uc a tio n a n d fa c ets o f
s o c io -ec o n o m ics . Th e 2 0 1 1 c en s u s re p o rt ed 1 .3 c ro re u rb an s lu m h o u s eh o ld s a n d s h o w e d th a t t h e
p ro b lem is r is in g , a s it s h o w s t h at th e p ercen t ag e o f p e o p le liv ing in s lu m s is in crea s ing in s m a lle r
to w n s w it h a p o p ula tio n o f les s th a n o n e m illio n . H ea lth y d rin k in g w at er , p ro p er s a nit at io n , hy g ien e, a n d
im m u n iza tio n , a d e q u a te ch ild fe ed in g , a n d en a b lin g en v iro n m e nt s w ill p rev en t a la rg e p ro p o rt io n o f
d e at h s . Th e W A SH p rac tice s in In d ia are w ell d o cu m e n ted a n d k ey m ea s u res o f th e S w a ch h B h ara t
A b h iya n, g o v ernm en t o f In d ia , a m a s s iv e m o ve m en t t ha t s e ek s to c re at e a clea n In d ia.

T he d rea m to liv e a h ea lth y life fu ll o f n e w o p p o rtu n ities in u rb a n a rea s m o tiv at es p eo p le t o
m ig rat e fro m ru ra l to u rb a n a rea s t o m a k e t his a rea lit y. W o rld H e a lt h O rg a niz a tio n h as a llo ca t ed la rg e
b u d g e ts fo r im p ro v ing th e h ea lth o f p eo p le o f th e w o rld irres p ect ive o f c a s te, c las s , c re ed , a n d lo c a tio n .
T his m is s io n h a s s o m ew h a t b ee n res tr icte d to th e g lo b al a ren a d u e to th e in co n s is te n t p erco la tio n a t
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th e s ta t e a n d lo c a l lev el. T h e s lu m s are th e area s w h ere w e ca n fin d t his m a rk ed d iffere n ce. W e
o b s e rv ed t h at s lu m a rea s a re n eg le cte d d u e to t he d e fic ie n t tra ns it io n o f th e fa cilities a n d s e rv ic es fro m
th e s ta te to t he lo ca l lev el, n o t b ec a us e o f th e g o ve rn m e nt o r t h e co nc erne d a u th o rit ies ’ la ck o f
re s o u rc es b u t b ec a us e th e s lum s lac k p ro p er h yg ien e a nd s a nit at io n o n a re g u lar b a s is . F u rt h er,
m ig rat io n o f t he rura l p o o r cla s s t o u rb a n area s n o rm a lly in cre a s es t he u rb an s lu m p o p u la tio n s in a n d
a ro u n d th e v icin ity a nd lim its t he ac ce s s t o va rio u s b a s ic civ ic a m en ities a n d s erv ice s in te rm s o f
s a n it a tio n , p o ta b le w a ter , e le ct ric ity , a n d ed u ca t io n a m o n g o t h ers . T h is s it ua t io n a d d e d d et er io ra tin g
livin g c o n d itio n s in th e s lu m s a n d t he re b y c rea t in g p ro b lem s in m ain ta in ing m in im um p u b lic h e alt h. In
th e u rb a n a re a s , th e re o ft en ex is t b o th p u b lic a nd p riva t e h ea lth s erv ice s t h at are n o t a lw ay s u n ifo rm ,
a cc es s ib le a n d ad eq u a te . Th is ha s fu rth e r p ro m p te d th e u rb an life m ea s u ra b ly (Sin h a , et al 2 0 1 6 ).

S lu m s a re re s id en tia l a re as p hy s ic a lly a n d s o c ially d is in te g ra t ed a n d th e ac ce p ta b le fa m ily life
b e co m e s im p o s s ib le a c co rd ing to t he d efin itio n o f E n cyc lo p ed ia B rita n n ic a . It in clu d e s un s u s ta in a b le
h o u s ing fo r a liv in g , w h ich is a m a jo r ind ex o f s lu m co n d it io ns , un d e r s uc h c o n d itio n s , th e d w ellin g s a re
h a vin g ins u ffic ien t a ir, lig ht , b at h in g , a nd to ilet fa cilities , th e s e a re n o t rep aired rat h er d u m p ed a n d
im p ro p erly h ea t ed , a n d d o n’t e ve n h av e fam ily p riv ac y. Th ey a re s u b je ct ed t o fire h a za rd a n d
o v ercro w d ed la nd , n o liv in g s p a ce fo r rec rea t io na l u s e.

A s p er U N -H a b ita t in 2 0 1 3 a s lu m ch a ra c ter ize d b y a lac k o f d u ra b le h o u s in g , in s u ffic ie n t livin g
s p a ce s h a ve n o a cce s s to clea n w a te r, im p ro p er s a nit at io n , a n d u n s ec ured la n d t en u re . U N -H a b ita t,
( ib id ) d efin es s lu m s a s a p lac e o f c o n tig u o u s s et tlem e n t o f p e o p le h a v in g in a d eq ua t e h o u s ing w it h o u t
a n y b a s ic s erv ice s .

(S o u rce : P rim a ry a b s t ra ct fo r s lum , 2 0 1 1 )
S lu m d w ellers a ls o la ck b a s ic k n o w led g e o f g en e ra l h ea lth is s u es , s u c h a s b o ilin g w a te r b efo re

a n d a fte r m e als fo r d rin k in g s o ap , w a s hin g h an d s a fter d efec at io n , et c. S o m e a g e-o ld p ra ct ices ,
s u p ers titio n s , s o c ieta l s t an d a rd s , a nd b eliefs als o fu n ct io n a s re s ilie nc e to m o d ern h ea lth s e rv ic es . Th is
a ls o co n t rib u te s to c areles s n e s s an d ne g lec t o f th e tim ely u s e o f he a lt h ca re fa c ilitie s . R a p id
u rb a n iza t io n is a ls o a s s o c iat ed w it h m a n y he a lt h ch a llen g es re la t ed to th e en v iro n m en t , w a t er, vio len c e
a n d in ju ry , no n-co m m un ica b le d is ea s e s (N C D s ) a nd th e ir rela ted ris k fa c to rs s u ch a s un h yg ie nic a n d
u n he a lt h y d iet s ; to b a cco ch ew in g a n d s m o k in g ; la ck o f p h ys ica l a ct iv ity, a lco h o lis m s w e ll a s d is e a s e
o u tb rea k s ris k s . T h is w ill d irec tly a ffe ct th eir h ea lth s t at u s a n d h ea lth -s e ek in g b eh a v io r. T h e
o v ercro w d in g o f p eo p le liv ing in c it ies m a y lea d t o s o m e g lo b a l h ea lth h az a rd s o f t h e 2 1 s t ce n tu ry. O n
th e c o n trary, th e d e ve lo p ing w o rld h as fa ile d to m a in ta in a b a la n ce b e tw ee n th e p a ce o f urb a n iz a tio n
a n d t he a b ility o f g o ve rn m e nt s t o b uild es s en t ia l in fra s t ru ct ure. C it ies m an a g e o v er h a lf o f t h e w o rld ’s
p o p ula tio n . B y 2 0 3 0 , 6 o u t o f e ve ry 1 0 p eo p le w ill b e cit y d w ellers , r is in g t o 7 o u t o f ev ery 1 0 p e o p le b y
2 0 5 0 . (K a m ru zz a m a n, M e t a l. 2 0 1 6 ). T he re e xis t s ch e m es a t th e s ta te a n d n at io n al lev el b u t at t h e
g ro u nd ze ro lev el, th ere is a ne ed t o s p rea d a w aren es s a m o ng th e s lu m d w ellers a b o u t t he ir h ea lth
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s ta t us reg a rd in g m o rta lity , m o rb id it y, m a t ern a l an d c hild h ea lth , fertility et c. T he y s h o u ld k n o w h o w t o
a va il o f t h e h ea lth ca re fa c ilitie s a n d s ervic es .

II. Review of Literature
H ere th e re s ea rc he r ex a m ine d th a t s lu m is h ig h d e n s it y o f p o p u la t io n ch a ra ct er iz ed b y lo w

g e ne ra l s ex ra tio , h ig h ch ild s ex ra tio , h ig h g ro w t h ra te o f p o p ula tio n , la rg e s h a re o f s ch e d u le d ca s te an d
s ch e d u le d trib e p o p u la tio n , lo w le ve l o f lit erac y, lo w inc o m e w ith hig h p o v erty, hig h w o rk p a rt ic ip a tio n
w ith la rg e s h a re o f w o rk in g p o p ula tio n in in fo rm al s ec to r o f u rb a n e co n o m y (P ra b h a k ar al 2 0 1 6 ).

H ere, t h e in v es t ig at o r inv es t ig a ted t ha t livin g co n d it io ns in s lu m s h a v e a d ire ct effec t o n t h e
h ea lth o f re s id en ts . In t erm s o f p u b lic he a lt h , fa m ily p la nn in g a nd rep ro d u c tive he a lt h s erv ice s , t he ir
p o o r s o c io -ec o n o m ic s ta tu s , lo w lev el o f ed u ca t io n an d hig h fe rt ility a nd m o rta lit y a ll m e an t h at t he y
re q u ire s p e cia l a t ten t io n (G o s w am i, S. et a l 2 0 1 3 ).

M o s t o f th e ch ild ren o f th e s ch o o l-ag e s lu m ha d lo w n u trit io na l s t a tu s . A m o ng ch ild re n livin g in
co m m o n h o m e s , c h ild ren w h o s e m o th er 's e d u ca tio n w a s s ixt h s t a nd ard a n d ch ild re n w it h w o rk in g
m o t h ers , th e r is k o f m a ln ut ritio n w a s s ig n ifica n tly g re a ter (A n u ra g S riva s t av a , e t a l 2 0 1 2 ).

D u e to th e la ck o f b as ic s o cia l fa c ilitie s , s lu m d w e lle rs a re p o o r: fu n ct io na l s k ills , p ro p e r
ed uc a tio n , a n d s o u rc e o f in c o m e, h ea lth an d h yg ie ne s erv ice s (B hu iya n , A k ra m , 2 0 1 7 ).

T he s tu d y fo u n d th a t m o s t o f th e m c o u ld n o t affo rd n u trit io us fo o d t h at w a s co s tly t o t he m ;
s o c io -ec o n o m ic fac to rs s u c h a s w a g e s , s p en d in g a nd e d u ca tio n als o in flu en c ed fo o d s ec urity in s lu m s
(Ta h era Ak t er2 0 0 8 ). D iffe ren t h ea lth an d h yg ien e is s u es w ere fa ce d b y t h e s lu m p e o p le w it h lo w
s o c io -ec o n o m ic co nd it io n s . A m o ng t h e s lu m p o p u la t io n, th e m o rb id ity ra t e w as v ery h ig h
(K a m ruz z am an , et a l 2 0 1 6 ).

III. Methodology
In th e p re s en t s tu d y e xp lo ra to ry a n d d es c rip tiv e re s ea rc h d e s ig n w a s u s ed b y t he res e arch er t o

ex a m in e a n d d e s crib e th e he a lt h ch a lle n g es a n d h yg ie ne p rac tice s o f s lu m ch ild re n . H ere t he S im p le
ra n d o m s am p lin g w a s u s ed fo r th is res e a rch . T h e s im p le ra nd o m s a m p lin g tec h niq u e ap p lie d fo r t h e
re s ea rc h w o rk to s ele ct t he res p o n d en ts . In t his re s ea rc h t o ta l 1 0 0 s a m p le s u n d e r th e 3 -1 0 a g e g ro u p s
o f ch ild re n ’s m o th e rs a re ta k en a s th e res p o n d en ts . B o t h o b s erva t io n a n d in te rv ie w s ch ed u led m et h o d
w a s u s e d fo r th e d a t a c o lle ct io n. D a ta w a s c o llect ed b o th fro m p rim ary a nd s e co n d a ry s o u rce s .

Statement of the Problem
S lu m is a w o rld w id e s o cia l p ro b lem a n d b e ca u s e o f t he im p a ct o f ind us t ria liz a tio n a n d

u rb a n iza t io n, th e p ro b le m is a ls o g o in g ra p id ly in O d is h a . S lum is t he w o rs t p la ce a c h ild s u rviv es
b e ca u s e o f la ck o f b a s ic h u m a n rig h ts s u ch a s h ea lth , ed u ca t io n, h o u s ing an d p s ych o lo g ic a l e tc . Th u s
th is s tu d y w ill hig h lig h t th e rea l h ea lth co n d it io ns a n d h yg ien e p ra ct ic es o f s lu m ch ild re n. T h ere s ee m s
to b e a la c k o f a va ilab ility o f g o v ern m en t he a lt h fac ilit ie s in th e v icin ity in t his c u rre n t rep o rt, th e s e
find in g s s ug g es t co nt inu e d v uln era b ilit y o f t h e u rb a n p o o r a n d a ls o s u ffer fro m va rio u s t yp e s o f
d is ea s e s s u ch a s d en g u e, m a la ria a n d ty p h o id e tc d u e t o t he la ck o f d ra in a g e fa c ilitie s s lum d w ellers .
H ere als o la ck o f s a fe d rin k in g w at er c hild ren ’s a re s u fferin g in d iffe re nt t yp e’s k id n ey d is ea s es . T h e
p res en t s t u d y w as c o n d u cte d in B is e s w ar s lu m B hu b a n es w a r.

Objectives
1 . T o s tu d y t he s o cio -e co n o m ic b a ck g ro u nd o f t he res p o n d en ts .
2 . T o fin d o u t t h e h ea lth is s u e s a ffec tin g s lu m c hild ren .

IV. Data Analysis and Discussion

Age of the Respondents
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T he a b o v e ta b le s h o w s th a t o u t o f t o ta l 1 0 0 % res p o n d en ts , 4 6 % re s p o n d e nt s b e lo n g s t o 1 -5 a g e g ro u p
a n d 5 4 % res p o n d e n ts b elo n g s t o 6 -4 a g e g ro u p .

Annual income of the Respondents Household

T his a b o v e ta b le a n a lyze d th a t 1 5 % res p o n d en ts h a ve 4 0 0 0 0 a n n u al in co m e s , 2 8 % re s p o n d en t s
h a ve 4 0 0 0 1 -6 0 0 0 0 a n n u al in co m e, 3 4 % re s p o n d e nt s ha v e 6 0 0 0 1 -8 0 0 0 0 a n n ua l inc o m e a n d 2 4 %
re s p o n d e nt s ha v e 8 0 0 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 0 a n n ua l inc o m e .

D u rin g th e t im e o f d a ta c o lle ct io n, th e res e arch er o b s e rv es th a t e n viro nm en t o f s lu m is rea lly
u n hy g ien ic. T h ey h a ve d ra in s in fro nt o f th eir h o u s e s . E v en th ey are n o t a w a re o f th eir c h ild ren ’s h ea lth
a n d h yg ien e . T h ey a re u s in g reg u la r m un icip a l w a te r w ith o u t p ro p er w a ter p u rif ica tio n . M o s t o f t he m
u s es co m m u nit y w a s h ro o m , w hic h a re n o t in p ro p er c o n d itio n . E ve n m o s t o f th em a re n o t u s in g h a n d
w a s h. D u e t o la ck o f k n o w led g e t he y a re n o t a w are o f g o o d h ea lth an d hy g ien e. P a re n ts c a n’t t ak e t he ir
ch ild re n fro m g o o d ho s p ita l d u e t o la ck o f m o n ey . M o s t o f t he ch ild re n s u ffe r fro m h ig h er ra te s o f
d ia rrhe a l an d m a ln u tr itio n . M o th ers re s id ing in s lu m s a re m o re p o o rly e d u ca te d . M a jo rity o f
re s p o n d e nt s b e lo n g s to 5 4 % re s p o n d en t s b e lo ng s to 6 -4 a g e g ro u p . M a jo rity o f 5 3 % res p o n d e n ts
b e lo ng s to m a le ca te g o ry. M a jo rit y o f5 3 % re s p o n d en t s b e lo ng to S C ca t eg o ry. M a jo rity o f 9 4 %
re s p o n d e nt s b elo n g s to H in d u ca te g o ry . M ajo rit y o f 6 9 % re s p o n d en t s h a v e s em i p u k k a h o u s e . M a jo rit y
o f 7 6 % res p o n d e n ts b elo n g to n u cle ar fa m ily. M a jo rity o f 3 4 % res p o nd en ts h av e 6 0 0 0 1 -8 0 0 0 0 a n n ua l
in co m e .

D is ea s e is a c o m m o n ca u s e o f s lu m ch ild re n's c ris is , b u t t h e typ e o f he a lt h p ro b le m va rie s .
D iarrh ea , fe ve r, co u g h , t yp h o id , s k in d is ea s e s a n d s ca b ie s , m e as le s , rin g w o rm , jau n d ice , t um o rs , as t h m a ,
ey e d is o rd ers a n d d en t al co m p lica tio n s a re t he m a in h ea lth co n c ern s in t h e s lum . Se as o na l va ria t io ns in
d is ea s e s h a v e o cc u rre d , b ut fe ve r, d iarrh ea a n d ja u nd ic e a re p rev a len t in s lu m in fa n ts .

Different types of fever
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T his a b o v e ta b le e xa m in ed t ha t 7 3 % ch ild re n s u ffer fro m v ira l fe ve r,6 8 % s u ffer fro m
m a la ria ,4 7 % s u ffe r fro m typ h o id ,3 5 % s uffer fro m d e n g u e,1 2 % s u ffer fro m ch ik u n g u ny a a n d 5 5 % s u ffe r
fro m ja un d ic e ,b eca u s e d u e t o la c k o f p ro p er d ra in ag e fac ilit y ,w a s te m a n a g em en t lea d s to t h e
u n hy g ien ic en v iro n m en t a n d u n he a lt h y liv ing c o n d itio n w hic h c au s e d ifferen t t yp es o f d is ea s e s .

Different types of skin diseases

T his a b o v e t a b le ex a m in ed t ha t 5 4 % c hild ren s u ffe r fro m s ca b ies ,6 2 % ch ild ren s u ffer fro m
rin g w o rm ,7 5 % s u ffe r fro m a lle rg y a n d 6 4 % s uffer fro m fu n g a l in fec tio n b eca u s e la ck o f p ro p e r
m a in ten a n ce d a ily life s u ch a s n o t t ak in g b a th reg ula rly a n d d o n ’t clea n th e clo t he s a n d p o o r
en v iro n m e nt .

Name of the infected diseases
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T his a b o v e ta b le rev ea led t h at o n ly 5 % ch ild ren s u ffe r fro m s w in e flu , a n d 2 3 % s u ffer fro m
n u trit io na l d efic ie nc y s u ch a s iro n d efien cy ,o b es ity. T h is a b o ve ta b le a ls o s h o w s t h at 6 9 % c h ild ren
s u ffe r fro m w a ter b o rne d is ea s es s uc h as d ia rrh ea l a n d 3 1 % d o n ’t s u ffer fro m a n y w a te r b o rn e d is ea s e .
C h ild ren s u ffe r fro m d ia rrhe a l d ue to un h yg ie nic co n d itio n o f s lu m . T h e h e alt h c o n d itio n o f s lu m
ch ild re n is n o t g o o d . M a n y o f th e ch ild ren (6 5 % ) g o to th e h o s p ita l m o re th a n 1 5 tim es in a yea r. M o s tly
ch ild re n (9 5 % ) are s u ffe rin g fro m o c ca s io n a l illne s s d u e to c lim a t e ch a n g e.

V. Findings and Conclusion
T he m a jo r h ea lth p ro b lem s in s lu m a re d iarrh ea , fev er , c o u g h , t yp h o id , s k in d is e a s es a n d

s ca b ie s , tu b e rc ulo s is , rin g w o rm , ja u n d ice, tu m o rs , a s th m a , eye p ro b le m s an d d e n ta l c o m p lica t io n. T h ere
w ere s e as o na l v a ria tio n s in d is ea s e s , b u t fev er , d iarrh ea a n d ja u nd ic e w e re co m m o n a ro u n d in t he s lu m
ch ild re n . T h e s tu d y s h o w s th a t m a jo rity o f c hild ren s uffer ing fro m va rio us fev ers .7 3 % o f c h ild ren
s u ffe rin g fro m v ira l fev er. M ajo rit y o f 6 8 % o f ch ild re n s u ffe rin g fro m m ala ria . To t a l 4 7 % o f c h ild ren
s u ffe rin g fro m t yp h o id . A ls o 3 5 % o f c h ild ren s u ffer in g fro m d en g u e . A b o u t 1 2 % o f ch ild ren fa c e
ch ik u n g u ny a. A ro u nd 5 5 % o f c h ild ren s u ffe rin g fro m ja u n d ice. T h e s tu d y in d ica te s th a t th e s co p e o f
s lu m cle ara nc e s h o u ld b e ex te nd ed t o in clu d e s lu m e nh a n ce m en t b y p ro vid in g t h em w ith m in im u m
fa cilit ies s u ch as s a n ita ry la tr in e s , s a n it a tio n , u n co n t am in a te d w at er s u p p ly , p rev en tin g th em fro m
d e g ra d in g b o th t he p h ys ic al a n d s o cia l en v iro n m en t a n d a ls o u p liftin g t he m fro m a d e g ra d in g q u ality o f
life . Slu m d w ellers are m o re p ro n e to d is e as e b ec au s e o f t he s ub hu m a n co n d it io ns , w hic h p rev a il d u e t o
u n aw a re n es s a nd n e g lect . W e fo u n d th a t h a n d w a s h ing p ra ct ic es b e fo re a n d aft er t ak in g m e als w ere
irreg u la r. Dis e as e s lik e d ia rrh ea , d ys e n tery, co m m o n c o ld a n d flu w ere a ls o p re va len t a m o n g t h e
ch ild re n in m o s t a rea s . H ea lth a n d h yg ie ne p rac tice s in urb a n s lu m s w e re no t s a tis fa ct o ry. A s a res u lt,
th e s lu m d w ellers s tru g g le to im p ro ve th eir livin g a n d he a lt h c o n d itio n s .
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