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Abstract 

The present research paper tries to analyse Gaddar’s folk tradition and its relationship with other cultural 

movements and workers' struggles in Telangana from the historical perspective. It examines the role of the folk 

traditions as representations of the marginalised communities, as means of social expression and as a form of 

collective memory. Its long history of agrarian injustice, feudalism and social struggles brought about a situation 

whereby popular culture was linked with the peasant, labourer and disadvantaged sections of society. The paper 

adopts a historical analytical tool which relies entirely on secondary sources to get a glimpse of the peasantry 

movements, labour history, folk culture and subaltern studies in Telangana to understand the position of Gaddar 

in the region's cultural history. The study contends that the works of Gaddar are more than just performances; 

they also mark a crucial moment in the evolution of folk culture in Telangana. The paper examines the connection 

between folk traditions and social movements, with an examination of folk cultural forms as means of creating 

awareness, developing identity and representing the everyday lives of people. It also makes a case for the 

importance of adding a cultural component to the study of workers' movements, beyond political and economic 

discourse. The study brings to a conclusion that the folk tradition of Gaddar is an important area to study about 

the interaction of culture, society and history in the context of Telangana. 

 

Keywords: Gaddar; Telangana History; Folk Tradition; Cultural Movement; Workers’ Movements; Social 
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I. Introduction 
Telangana has been the scene of long struggles against feudal exploitation and social inequality, caste 

discrimination and economic marginalisation. Social and cultural historians have increasingly looked at the 

experience of ordinary people, such as peasants, workers and oppressed groups, as opposed to rulers, governments 

and institutions. 

In this larger context folk traditions have a significant role in the history of Telangana. Traditional 

practices, songs, and folk performances have historically served as means of communication for marginalised 

communities to voice their concerns, to remember events as a community and to raise political awareness. In the 

field of history and social sciences, the idea that there are no cultural forms without a social context is a matter of 

debate, as they may mirror the desires and struggles of the common people. 

The Telangana workers and peasant movement grew in a feudalistic context where unequal land relations, 

exploitation of agricultural labourers, and the dominance of feudal landlords (Doras) existed during the Hyderabad 

State under the Nizam. This Telangana Armed Peasant Struggle (1946-1951) was one of the most important 

examples of a mass movement against feudal oppression in modern Indian history. Some scholars like P. 

Sundarayya, D. N. Dhanagare and Inukonda Thirumali have studied this movement as a significant episode in the 

peasant resistance movement in the country. 

Post-Independent Telangana experienced continued social movements related to inequality, labour rights, 

caste oppression and regional identity. In this historical setting, the revolutionary cultural movements became 

significant political mobilisation tools. The name of folk-based performers Gaddar (Gummadi Vittal Rao) was 

closely associated to the struggles of workers, peasants and marginalised people among the most influential figures 

associated with this cultural tradition. 

Gaddar's relevance is not just as a singer or a performer but as a symbol of a broader movement of cultural 

resistance in Telangana over the years. Efforts have been made to analyse how revolutionary folk traditions helped 

to foster social awareness and social solidarity among the oppressed and marginalized. 
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The present research paper, therefore, analyzes Gaddar's folk tradition in the context of the history of 

Telangana's workers' movements. It tries to decipher the link between cultural forms and social issues and the role 

of folk forms in the construction of subaltern histories. 

 

1.1. Statement of the Problem 

History of Telangana has been written mainly in terms of political developments, administrative changes 

and organised movements like Telangana Armed Peasant Struggle (1946 - 1951). Though such research has given 

a good insight into agrarian relations, communist mobilisation, and peasant resistance, the cultural aspects of these 

movements have been comparatively less studied in history. 

Economic conditions and political organisations are not the only determinants of workers' and peasants' 

movements, but also cultural practices through which communities develop a sense of collective consciousness. 

Folk traditions, folk performances and popular arts can offer clues to the experiences, emotions and aspirations of 

the social groups that are not well documented in the official history. 

Folk culture has been traditionally used to convey social issues among the rural population in Telangana. 

But the connection between folk traditions and the history of the workers' movement needs more historical 

analysis. While the politics of various organisations, class conflicts, land relations, and ideology have been the 

focus of existing scholarship on Telangana movements, the role played by revolutionary cultural organizations 

and folk traditions has been neglected. 

Gaddar's rise as one of the prominent revolutionary folk singers is a significant development in the 

cultural and social history of Telangana. Gaddar has been studied mainly as a political activist, revolutionary poet 

and culturist, and the subject needs to be explored in the context of the Telangana resistance culture’s longer 

history. 

 

1.2. Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine the historical background of resistance movements in Telangana, particularly peasant and 

workers’ struggles. 

2. To analyse the relationship between folk culture and social movements in Telangana. 

3. To study Gaddar’s contribution to the cultural history of Telangana. 

4. To examine the role of revolutionary folk traditions in mobilising workers and peasants. 

5. To analyse Gaddar’s folk tradition through the perspective of subaltern history. 

6. To explore the role of cultural movements in shaping collective identity and political consciousness 

among marginalised communities. 

7. To evaluate the significance of folk traditions as sources for understanding social and labour history in 

Telangana. 

 

1.3. Research Questions 

1. How did historical conditions in Telangana contribute to the emergence of resistance movements among 

workers and peasants? 

2. What role did folk traditions play in shaping social awareness and political mobilisation in Telangana? 

3. How has Gaddar been interpreted in historical scholarship as a cultural figure associated with workers’ 

and social movements? 

4. In what ways did revolutionary folk traditions contribute to the representation of marginalised 

communities in Telangana’s history? 

5. How can Gaddar’s folk tradition be understood within the framework of subaltern and cultural history? 

6. What is the significance of studying folk culture for understanding the history of workers’ movements in 

Telangana? 

7. How did cultural movements influence the formation of collective identity and resistance among 

oppressed social groups in Telangana? 

 

II. Review of Literature 
Gaddar's contribution to resistance movements is informed by the existing literature on social movements, 

peasant movements, labour movements, folk traditions and the revolutionary culture of the state of Telangana. 

Telangana has not only been studied as a region of political change but as a space where the voices of ordinary 

people were heard in social and cultural articulations of their distress. The scholarship available is primarily on 

the history of agrarian movements, communist mobilisation, cultural resistance and subaltern experiences. 

The Telangana peasant movement has been the subject of scholarly works that are part and parcel of 

understanding Telangana resistance. P. Sundarayya's Telangana People's Armed Struggle and Its Lessons traces 

the Telangana Armed Struggle (1946-1951) from a Marxist point of view. The work emphasizes the importance 

of the peasants and agricultural workers in the attack upon feudal exploitation and landlord domination under the 
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rule of the Nizam. Likewise, Inukonda Thirumali has written a book on the social and political background which 

facilitated popular mobilization against the oppressive structures of the Hyderabad State, Against Dora and Nizam: 

People's Movement in Telangana, 1939-1948. These studies give a historical background to comprehend the 

development of resistance traditions in Telangana. 

The book 'Peasant Movements in India' by D. N. Dhanagare makes a significant contribution to the 

theoretical framework of agrarian movements and peasantry's collective action in the country. His work is an 

analysis of how economic exploitation, unequal social structures and political consciousness were factors in the 

emergence of peasant movements. These interpretations are helpful in analyzing the relationship between social 

movements and cultural practices in Telangana, where the folk traditions might evolve along with the political 

movements. 

This study relates to the Indian context of labour movements and left politics as well. The historians and 

social scientists have studied the impact of the communist movements, workers' organisations and peasant 

struggles and how they have led to the emergence of new political consciousness among the marginalised 

communities. This scholarship shows that social movements can be influenced by the culture of mobilisation, and 

that whilst political organisations play a key role, so too can culture. 

The Study of folk culture and resistance emphasizes the role of popular traditions in the study of social 

history. Cultural historians believe that folk activities, traditions, and popular art are expressions of community 

life and memory that are not included in the official history. This research illustrates how cultural expressions can 

serve as communication and political consciousness-raising and resistance tools within marginalized 

communities. 

The available research literature on Gaddar is more about his identity as a revolutionary cultural activist, 

poet and performer with the people's movements in Telangana. His contribution to the development of folk 

performance as a tool for political communication and criticism has been studied. Most of the previous scholarly 

work has however focused on Gaddar in a literary, political or activist framework, rather than a framework that 

examined his history in the broader context of the workers' and peasants' movements in Telangana. 

The theoretical approach of this work is also subject to the Subaltern Studies approach of the historians 

like Ranajit Guha. Subaltern historians focused on giving history from the point of view of the common folk such 

as peasants, workers and the downtrodden people. It offers an appropriate matrix for the examination of Gaddar's 

folk tradition as a component of the cultural history of social resistance of a marginalized population. 

While peasant movements, communist movements and social changes in Telangana have been extensively 

studied by existing scholarship, little has been written about the connection between revolutionary folk traditions 

and workers' movements.There has been comparatively little historical research on the connection between 

revolutionary folk traditions and workers' movements, although existing scholarship has covered the peasant 

movements, communist movements and social changes in Telangana. Hence, in this research, the attempt is made 

to fill this lacuna by exploring the folk tradition of Gaddar as a part of the history of social resistance, cultural 

politics and the subaltern movement in the context of Telangana history by using secondary historical sources. 

 

III. Research Methodology 
The study is based on the historical method of analysis and attempts to analyze the folk tradition of Gaddar 

in the context of the history of workers' movements and resistance culture in Telangana. The study is based only 

on secondary sources and tries to interpret the existing historical scholarship on social movements, peasant 

movements, labour politics and cultural resistance in Telangana. 

The research adopts a qualitative method, focusing on the interpretations, arguments and the views of the 

historians, sociologists and scholars who have researched Telangana's political, social and cultural history. The 

study does not draw on Gaddar's music or his live performances as sources for the evaluation of his compositions, 

but secondary literature for the development of a critical understanding of how scholars have placed Gaddar in 

the context of revolutionary cultural movements. 

The study is conducted using the historical approach called the contextual approach that reviews events, 

movements and personalities in relation to the social, political and economic context. The rise of folk tradition in 

Gaddar is explained in view of major historical events and developments like Telangana Armed Peasant Struggle, 

communist movement, labour movement, caste conflict, regional identity movement etc. 

The research has been based on the secondary sources which include scholarly books, academic articles, 

research papers, historical studies, social movement and folk studies of Telangana. Among the secondary sources, 

those by P. Sundarayya, Inukonda Thirumali, D. N. Dhanagare, Ranajit Guha, Gail Omvedt and others who have 

written on the peasant movements, subaltern history, and cultural politics play a significant role. 

This study uses approaches from social history, labour history, cultural history and subaltern studies to 

examine the connection between folk traditions and resistance movements. These methods can be used to 

comprehend the role of cultural expressions in the construction of collective consciousness among workers, 

peasants and marginalised groups. 
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The research also follows the historiographical method of comparing various interpretations of 

Telangana's movements, revolutionary culture and Telangana's importance in the life of the revolutionary Gaddar. 

This allows for a critical appreciation of the interpretations of historians of the interplay of culture, politics and 

social change. 

 

IV. Gaddar’s Folk Tradition and the History of Workers’ Movements in Telangana 
4.1 Relationship between Folk Culture and Workers’ Movements 

The history of workers movements in Telangana cannot be told solely in terms of political parties and 

economic battles but also in terms of cultural expressions which constituted the collective consciousness of the 

labouring masses. Folk traditions were an important vehicle for social experiences, worker and peasant grievances 

and aspirations to be expressed and communicated. 

Historians and social scientists have pointed out that culture can be a major component of social 

movements, in building the sense of community among the participants. Folk performances were important means 

of disseminating ideas and promoting a sense of belonging among the rural and working classes in societies where 

literacy was low and formal communication channels were limited. 

In this historical background, Gaddar's folk tradition was linked with the issues of the workers and the 

agricultural labour class and the marginalized class of Telangana society. His cultural productions portrayed issues 

related to economic injustice, social struggle and the life of marginalized groups. 

 

4.2 Representation of Labour and Social Inequality in Telangana’s Cultural History 

Workers' movements in Telangana emerged in a society with unequal economic relations and rural labour 

systems that were especially fraught with inequities in agriculture. Along with the social movements, the 

experiences of the landless labourers, small peasants and the economically weaker sections became significant 

themes in the cultural expressions. 

Folk works created an arena for the representation of the experience of ordinary people beyond official 

history of the Telangana region, as remarked upon by scholars who have researched the social history of the region. 

The issue of exploitation, poverty, social exclusion and demands for dignity became subjects of public discussion 

through popular cultural forms. 

Gaddar's cultural contribution is part of this tradition of marginalised communities' representation. His 

connection to the concerns of workers paralleled the connections between culture and social movements, where 

art, which came to embody the social realities and collective experiences of their communities, emerged as a 

means of articulating these concerns. 

 

4.3 Cultural Expression and Political Consciousness among Workers 

Cultural movements have always played a role in the development of political consciousness through the 

unification of ordinary life with social issues. Folk performances in Telangana were gaining significance as a 

means to spread awareness among the rural communities and build a sense of belonging. 

The study of social movements has suggested that cultural practices can facilitate the understanding of 

social issues within communities and enable them to create a common perspective about their problems. Thus folk 

traditions serve as cultural repositories, as well as communication and social interaction tools. 

This linkage between culture and social consciousness can be seen in Gaddar's folk tradition. His concerts 

started to be linked to debates about inequality, social justice and the life of working people. Historically, his job 

can be seen as an illustration of how cultural practices helped to shape the social awareness of the marginalised 

groups. 

 

4.4 Gaddar’s Contribution to the Cultural History of Workers’ Movements 

Gaddar's significance from a historical perspective is that he is able to link folk culture with the lives of 

the rural masses. He has been active in preserving the cultural heritage that has served to record social reality and 

to portray communities that did not have a voice in formal history. 

The study of Gaddar's folk tradition moves beyond the focus on workers' movements as organised and 

led by individuals and political parties and events, and brings into workers' history cultural aspects of resistance, 

identity and collective memory. 

Hence, Gaddar's folklore is a significant aspect of the cultural history of Telangana, as it showcases how 

the folk expressions were part of the processes of socialisation and social representation of the workers and the 

marginalised groups. 

 

V. Conclusion 
Political organisations, economic conflicts and major historical events are not the only ways to 

understand the history of the workers' movements and social struggles of Telangana. The importance of cultural 



Songs of Resistance: Gaddar’s Folk Tradition and the History of Workers’ Movements in Telangana 

DOI: 10.35629/9467-1306567572                            www.questjournals.org                                            571 | Page 

traditions to the process of forming collective consciousness and embodying the lives of everyone is also 

important. The folk tradition of Gaddar is significant in the cultural history of Telangana, as it holds the importance 

of the linkage between the popular expression and social issues, and the experiences of the marginalised 

communities. 

The socio-economic setting during the rule of the Nizams and later the peasant and workers' movements 

in Telangana during the period of the country's history gave rise to folk traditions to play an important role as a 

medium of communication and social expression. Folk culture served as a means of community expression of 

struggles, of the collective memory of such struggles, and for the engagement in broader community discussion. 

Gaddar's contribution to the cultural tradition was part of a longer tradition of popular forms to represent social 

realities. 

This research shows that Gaddar was not just a performer but an important artist in Telangana's cultural 

history based on available historical research. His folk tradition was the expression of the concerns of the 

marginalised classes of the society, especially working class, peasants, Dalits etc. He brought folk performance 

into social themes, ensuring that this cultural tradition continued, enabling art to convey people's experiences and 

help build social awareness. 

In addition, the study emphasizes the significance of cultural history and of subaltern perspectives in 

analysing the movements of workers. Histories of culture tend to give more attention to the experience and 

memory of ordinary communities, and the narratives of political leaders and institutions to organised movements. 

Gaddar's folk tradition, therefore, contributes to the history of Telangana and highlights the cultural aspects of 

social movements. 

It is important to understand the contribution of Gaddar in the broader picture of the social and cultural 

developments of Telangana and not in isolation. His work is a continuation of the previous folk traditions and 

cultural movements which have been important in the expression of social concerns and in the development of 

collective identities. 

To conclude, Gaddar's folk tradition is an important aspect of the cultural movements in Telangana's 

history. It shows that folk culture is an art form, but also an important aspect of social history, a reflection of 

marginalised groups and an element of workers' and people's history. A study of the same enriches the history 

studies as it gives a wider and inclusive understanding of the history of Telangana. 
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