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ABSTRACT: 
Technology is the use of instruments and scientific knowledge to accomplish tasks, satisfy demands, and solve 

issues. It includes a wide range of inventions, methods, and procedures intended to boost productivity, facilitate 

communication, and increase human potential in a variety of fields. Technology has completely changed how we 

learn, work, and do business. It has simplified workflows, boosted productivity, and created new chances for 

cooperation and creativity in a variety of fields, from automated manufacturing processes and sophisticated 

data analytics to online learning environments and remote work tools. It has a significant impact on healthcare 

by facilitating advances in medical research, diagnosis, and therapy. Telemedicine platforms and medical 

imaging have all contributed to better patient care, better illness management, and easier access to medical 

research and development. Even though technology has many advantages, it also has its share of disadvantages. 

Technology has a huge impact on the human psychology. It has a significant and diverse psychological impact 

on people, affecting social, emotional, and cognitive facets of conduct. Technology has transformed how we 

process information, memory, problem-solving, emotional experiences, social interactions, and relationships. It 

also influences how individuals construct their identities and perceive themselves. To ensure that technology 

enhances rather than diminishes human lives, it is imperative to comprehend and regulate the psychological 

impacts of technology. 
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I. INTRODUCTION: 
Technology has significantly impacted the way we think, feel, and interact with the world around us in 

the last few decades, becoming an essential part of our lives. Technology has completely changed how we work, 

interact, learn, and pass our time. From smartphones and social media to virtual reality and artificial 

intelligence, these innovations have changed our lives. Although technology has many advantages and 

opportunities, researchers, physicians, and policymakers are paying more and more attention to how it affects 

the human psyche. There are many different facets and a complex interaction between technology and 

psychology. Technology, on the one hand, can improve access to information and resources, foster social 

relationships, and sharpen cognitive capacities. Conversely, excessive or improper technology use can result in 

social isolation, emotional anguish, and cognitive overload. Navigating the effects of technology on society 

dynamics, interpersonal interaction, and individual well-being requires an understanding of the psychological 

implications of technology. Understanding the psychological implications of technology is essential and 

promoting overall well-being in an increasingly digital world. 

 

COGNITIVE EFFECTS OF TECHNOLOGY: 

Digital technology has revolutionized our daily lives over the last three decades. The abundance of 

internet knowledge and social media platforms that are available are being utilized by people of all ages. We can 

create, store, and process vast information with the aid of technology. We can also communicate quickly with 

one another. This shift to an online world has caused neuroscientists to concentrate on the potential behavioral 
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and cognitive changes brought on by digital technology. Many researches indicate that continuous use of 

technology has many detrimental effects on behavior and brain function. 

 The notification sounds, rings, and alerts can shift our focus in such a way that it can lead to long-

lasting difficulties with paying attention. 

 The researchers from France and the United Kingdom found that frequent media multitasking may 

contribute to diminished gray matter in the anterior region cingulate cortex, an area of the brain where 

attentional control resides. (Loh& Kanai, 2014). 

 Cognitive offloading results from relying too much on digital tools like search engines and digital 

notes. This phenomenon, which affects the growth and operation of distinct memory systems, is related to the 

externalization of information storage. 

 Digital devices have prevented us from engaging in outside experiences and physical activities which 

strengthens our internal systems and cardio-vascular system. 

 The researchers from France and the United Kingdom found that frequent media multitasking may 

contribute to diminished gray matter in the anterior region cingulate cortex, an area of the brain where 

attentional control resides. (Fotheringham, Wonnacott, & Owen, 2000).  

 Researches indicate that the effectiveness of human memory is declining due to the knowledge that we 

can retrieve information from any digital platform like Google even in the event of forgetfulness. “The Google 

Effect” is a common term used to describe this phenomenon of diminished long-term working memory.  

 The Google Effect becomes concerning when one considers that certain experts think cognitive 

disorders like Alzheimer’s disease may be linked to not making the most out of cognitive abilities. 

 

EMOTIONAL IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY: 

Technology has a variety of effects on how people feel and behave emotionally. Although social media 

platforms help people connect, they may also make people feel alone, envious, and inadequate because they 

compare their real selves to carefully created online personas. Furthermore, internet harassment and 

cyberbullying have become serious issues that affect emotional stability and mental health. Digital addiction and 

excessive screen time can cause sleep disturbances, increase stress, and worsen mood disorders including 

sadness and anxiety. 

 Platforms for special connection are provided by technology, but ironically, overuse of it can result in 

feelings of social isolation and loneliness. Social media platforms let individuals interact online. But because 

users are comparing themselves to others, they can also cause feelings of jealousy or inadequacy. 

 Instant access to communication, entertainment, and information is frequently provided via technology. 

This may impair emotional control and the ability to tolerate irritation by causing a lack of patience and an 

increase in the demand for quick fixes. 

 Overuse of devices like cell phones, video games, and social media can result in dependency and 

behaviors similar to addiction. When cut off from their electronics, people may feel anxious or distressed, which 

might impair their mental stability and sense of control. 

 Through online profiles, conversations, and digital identities, technology contributes to the formation 

of self-identity and self-esteem. Adverse events like cyberbullying or online harassment can have a huge 

negative effect on one’s mental well-being and sense of self. 

 Through virtual worlds, online networks, and entertainment, technology offers ways to escape reality. 

While this may provide momentary solace from stress or emotional problems, overindulging in escapism can 

worsen emotional problems and cause a disconnection from reality. 

 Constant technological connectivity has been linked to anxiety and FOMO (fear of missing out on 

opportunities, new, or social events) sentiments. This anxiety can have a detrimental effect on emotional health 

and be the cause of obsessive checking behaviors. 

 

SLEEP DISRUPTION DUE TO TECHNOLOGY: 

Using technology can cause you to sleep less in many ways. Most people take their phones with them 

to bed intending to check their social media accounts or emails one more time. However, clicking can be all too 

easy to do. Before you know it, you’ve lost a few hours’ sleep and gone down multiple rabbit paths. The blue 

light from your phone or electronic gadgets may continue to keep your eyes from falling asleep, even after you 

have put it down, thereby robbing you of more sleep time. 

 Technology use before bed, particularly on displays that emit blue light, might interfere with sleep 

cycles and exacerbate insomnia. Constant access to information and entertainment can also increase the desire to 

remain up late, which exacerbates sleep difficulties. 

 Reduced sleep is linked to lower general brain activity, affecting productivity, physical safety, and 

weight management. It also raises the risk of psychiatric problems, such as anxiety and sadness. 



Impact of Emerging Technologies on Human Psychology 

DOI: 10.35629/3795-10073236                                  www.questjournals.org                                           34 | Page 

 According to research, children who watched more television, used a computer, played video games, or 

used their cell phones before bedtime had lower sleep quality and quantity, as well as a higher risk of being 

overweight. Obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), which interferes with sleep and causes headaches in the morning, is 

more common in obese people. 

 Researchers have discovered that your body releases less melatonin and your sleep cycle is either 

delayed or disrupted when exposed to blue light in the evening. 

 People are unable to go into a sound, restful slumber due to the constant barrage of alerts from missed 

calls, updated emails, texts, and appointments. 

 The long-term patterns of sleep disruption due to the excessive usage of electronic gadgets can begin to 

affect health such as a very high risk of hormone-related cancers, lower levels of leptin, and also metabolic 

changes, especially blood sugar. 

 

IMPACT ON IDENTITY AND SELF-CONCEPT: 

Technology has an impact on how people create identities and view themselves. Although online 

platforms offer a means of self-expression and identity development, they also carry the risk of identity theft, 

online impersonation, and personal information manipulation. Furthermore, continuous exposure to social 

media’s idealized portrayals of lives and bodies may influence opinions of one’s values and body image, which 

can lead to low morale and negative self-evaluation. 

 People mow curate and project particular online personas due to the proliferation of social media and 

internet platforms. Their manufactured identity might not match their true self, which could cause identity 

fragmentation. 

 Technology has an impact on society's expectations and cultural norms. Having access to a variety of 

identities and viewpoints online can help people develop more accepting self-concepts. 

 Social networking sites frequently encourage a validation culture through likes, shares, and comments. 

People may judge their value depending on the interactions and comments they receive online, which can affect 

their self-esteem. 

 People struggle to maintain a balance between controlling their digital identity and disclosing personal 

information online, which raises privacy issues. 

 Excessive social media use has been connected to depressive, anxious, and lonely sentiments. These 

detrimental impacts on mental health can be made worse by the pressure to uphold an idealized online identity 

and the fear of missing out (FOMO). 

 

MEASURES TO OVERCOME THE IMPACTS OF TECHNOLOGY: 

Diversified strategies are necessary to reduce the negative impacts and fully utilize technology for 

human advancement. This includes putting policies into place that support fair access to technological resources, 

encourage digital literacy, give ethical considerations top priority in technology development, and establish a 

responsible innovation culture. Societies can negotiate the challenges of the digital era and set the stage for a 

time when technology is used to promote equitable progress and the well-being of society by taking measures. 

Apart from these, we can also practice some of the following habits to make our mental and emotional health 

less affected by technology. 

 Digital Detox: A digital detox can be carried out by designing screen-free areas (digital-free zones at 

home), setting aside time for technology-free times, substituting with more traditional methods such as reading a 

paper book or newspaper, or increasing outdoor time. When utilizing digital tools, schedule regular breaks. 

 Mindful Technological Usage: Promoting deliberate use of social media and digital tools can reduce 

abuse and promote better practices. Making deliberate decisions regarding when, where, and how to use digital 

technologies is required for this. 

 Mindfulness Mediation: Make mindfulness meditation a part of your everyday routine, engaging in 

mindfulness exercises. 

 Unplug: Regularly disconnect from technology to lower stress and enhance mental clarity. Look for 

tech-free things to engage in, like walking or reading. 

 Seek out in-person connections: Make in-person relationships with friends, family, and coworkers a 

priority. Take part in social events devoid of electronics. 

 Use Technology Mindfully: Be deliberate in your usage of technology. Use technology for things like 

acquiring new skills or interacting with encouraging online communities to enhance your personal development 

and well-being rather than idly scrolling around social media. 

 Limit Exposure to Negative Content: Choose carefully what you read or watch online, and steer clear 

of forums or websites that frequently make you feel unpleasant.  

 Establish a Bedtime Routine: Establish a regular bedtime ritual to let your body know when it’s time 

to relax. This can involve doing things like relaxing with a warm bath, reading a book, or practicing yoga. 
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 Create a Tech-Free Bedroom: Make the bedroom a non-technology area. For less distractions and 

improved sleep, keep TVs, PCs, cellphones, and other electronics out of the bedroom. 

 Use Blue Light Filters: Use blue light filters or applications that lessen the quantity of blue light 

emitted if you must use a screen before bed. For this purpose, a lot of PCs and smartphones come with built-in 

functions, or you can use third-party programs. 

 Establish a Sleep Friendly Environment: Make sure your bedroom is quiet, dark, and cold so that 

you can sleep well. To drown out any sounds, think about utilizing blackout curtains, white noise generators, or 

earplugs. 

 Critical Media Consumption: Develop critical thinking abilities to evaluate online content critically. 

Assisting people in developing more discriminating digital media consumption skills might lessen the negative 

effects of potentially damaging content on one’s self-perception. 

 Promote Offline Interactions: Promoting in-person meetings, relationships and real-world ties as 

mentioned might provide one’s identity with a stronger base. 

 Education and Awareness: Inform people, particularly the younger generations, about the possible 

negative effects of technology on one’s identity and sense of self. Raising people’s knowledge about problems 

like social comparison, cyberbullying, and addiction to digital media can enable them to make better decisions 

about their online conduct. 

 Digital Literacy Programs: Implement programs that educate students about digital literacy, covering 

topics like responsible digital citizenship, online privacy, and security. Reducing detrimental effects on identity 

can be achieved by giving people the tools they need to use digital places securely and morally. 

 Encourage Self-reflection: Encourage people to consider how their actions on the internet might be 

affecting how they see themselves. People who regularly reflect on themselves may be able to see behavioral 

tendencies that could be harmful to their identity development. 

 Seek Support: See a therapist or a counselor for support if using technology is harming your emotional 

and mental health. They can offer advice and coping mechanisms. 

 

II. CONCLUSION: 
In summary, there is no denying that technology has a profound effect on human psychology, affecting 

many facets of our social, emotional, and cognitive processes. While there are many technological advantages, 

such as improved productivity, easier communication, and easier access to information, there are also serious 

risks to our mental health. The psychological implications of technology are wide-ranging and intricate, ranging 

from the widespread use of social media and its effects on identity and self-esteem to the addictive nature of 

digital devices and their effects on attention spans and mental health. Furthermore, there are growing concerns 

about how developing technology like virtual reality and artificial intelligence will affect human behavior and 

thought processes in the future. 

A comprehensive strategy that incorporates continuing research, education, responsible technology use, 

self-awareness on the part of the individual, regulatory changes, and education is needed to address the effects 

of technology on human psychology. Through the advancement of digital literacy, the cultivation of mindfulness 

and self-control, and the promotion of responsible and fair technology usage, we can endeavor to optimize its 

advantages while reducing its detrimental impacts on our mental health. It is crucial to acknowledge the 

complex interactions between human psychology and the digital world when navigating the rapidly changing 

technological landscape. We also need to integrate technology with thoughtfulness and intentionality, putting the 

maintenance of our mental health and general well-being first. We can only develop a positive connection with 

technology that contributes to rather than hinders psychological flourishing by making coordinated efforts at the 

individual, societal, and systematic levels. 
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